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1. Introduction 
 

This Course Catalog lists information about the lectures, seminars, language 

courses etc. offered at the English Department, Ruprecht-Karls-Universität 

Heidelberg, Germany, in the summer term 2019, including registration procedures 

and the preparation that is expected of students before the beginning of the term. 

Please do not forget to confirm the place and time of your courses on the 

department’s homepage, <http://www.as.uni-heidelberg.de>, before the semester 

begins. The editorial deadline for this PDF-publication was January 25, 2019. 

1.1 Key Dates and Deadlines 

Lecture Period April 16, 2019 – July 27, 2019 

Freshers' Day (BA and MA students) April 10, 2019 

Information meeting for student of the new 

M.Ed. 
April 15, 2019, 11.00, room 108 

HSE compact introductory days for new 

students in the Master of Education (M.Ed.) April 2 & 3, 2019 

Holidays 
April 19 – 22, May 1, May 30, June 

10, June 20 

Project Week June 17 – 21, 2019 

Obligatory online registration period: all 

courses with online registration 
February 11 – February 22, 2019 

Schedule adjustment period 

for Proseminare I and II 
March 1 – March 15, 2019 

Schedule adjustment period for          other 

courses (with online registration) 

(The adjustment period for Proseminare 

ends sooner so as make sure there is enough 

time to prepare the seminar as requested, i.e. 

get and read the prerequisite texts) 

 

March 1 – April 11, 2019 

Obligatory online registration period for 

newly enrolled and repeat students 

April 1 – April 11, 2019 

Schedule adjustment period for  

Pronunciation Practice and “Tense and 

Aspect” 

April 16 – April 19, 2019 

 

 

 

http://www.as.uni-heidelberg.de/
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Overview 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.2 Registration 

There are two different ways to register for courses 

1. In person (sometimes via e-mail) 

2. Online (“Kurswahl”) 

Personal Registration 

As soon as the Course Catalog is published, you can register during the professors’ 

office hours (which are published on the department’s homepage). Sometimes, 

professors prefer e-mail registration; this is indicated in the individual course 

descriptions in the following pages. In-person registration is common for 

Proseminare III, Hauptseminare (main seminars) and Oberseminare (advanced 

seminars), Kolloquien and all other courses that bear the caption “in-person 

registration” or that prescribe in-person registration in their descriptions. 

Online Registration (“Kurswahl”) 

You must register online for all language courses, tutorials for introductory lectures, 

proseminars and didactics courses during the registration period (see the chapter on 

key dates and deadlines). In order to keep the number of participants even across 

courses, you are required to indicate alternatives to your favorite courses. The 

department is aware that it can be challenging to juggle alternatives in your 

schedule, but experience has shown that courses with consistently low and even 

numbers of participants are well worth the trouble. 

In the afternoon of the day after registration ends, your online account will show the 

courses you were assigned. 

Please note that the obligatory registration for all courses (with online 

registration) starts and ends early: You must apply for places online between 

February 11 and February 22, 2019. 

Obligatory online 

registration period:  
all courses  

Feb 11 – Feb 22 

Obligatory online 

registration period for 

newly enrolled and repeat 

students 

April 1 – April 11 Schedule adjustment 

for Pronunciation 

Practice and “Tense 

and Aspect” 

April 16 – April 19 

Schedule adjustment period for other courses (with 

online registration) 

March 1 – April 11 

    February             March                   April 

Schedule adjustment 

period for 

Proseminare I and II 

  March 1 – March 15 
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(The Studienkommission asked us to prepone the registration process for two 

reasons: earlier registration lets students know much sooner which courses they are 

taking, which makes planning easier. Also, most other institutes have earlier 

registration periods. To keep the confusion at an acceptable level, the English 

Department decided to set the same registration periods as the German Department. 

There is a generous “schedule adjustment period” when students can cancel their 

participation in a course (and free their place for another student) or change to a 

different course (see “rules”). 

Please note that the schedule adjustment periods for Proseminare is shorter 

than the one for other courses, because Proseminare usually ask for 

preparatory reading (which takes time). 

Students who enroll after the registration period ends can, of course, choose their 

courses at a later period (April 1 – 11, 2019). The same is true for students who 

failed a course: They can also register for a repeat class during the later period. 

Rules for online registration 

Every student at the English Department automatically gets an account in the 

internet platform SignUp, approximately one week after enrolment. You log in with 

your last name (please note that login is case sensitive), your matriculation number, 

and the password associated with your UniID. The login-page is here: 

https://studium.as.uni-heidelberg.de/SignUp/as/Faculty/index-studierende.jsp. 

After logging in, click on “Kurswahl”, and pick a course type (e.g. “Proseminar I 

Literaturwissenschaft”, “Tutorium Einführung Sprachwissenschaft”, etc.). A list of 

all the courses of this type should appear. Drag the course you want to attend from 

the left column to the top of the right column. Drag your second choice to the spot 

below and continue until all spots in the right column are full. When the green 

message appears, your choices have been automatically stored. If you are new to the 

process, it may be a good idea to click “Hilfe” (“Help”) and watch the video that 

demonstrates what you are supposed to do. 

Please note that you can only register for four different course types that have a 

limited number of participants (plus as many lectures as you want). You can change 

your choice of courses at any time during the registration period. It makes no 

difference when you make your choice, as long as you do so before the deadline. 

If you have trouble logging in or indicating your course selections, please see Mr. 

Jakubzik during his office hours (see the department’s homepage under “Personen” 

for dates), or click on “Kontakt” on the login page and send an e-mail with a 

description of your problem. 

 

https://studium.as.uni-heidelberg.de/SignUp/as/Faculty/index-studierende.jsp
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During the schedule adjustment periods you can change your registrations and 

swap your place in one course for a place in a different course, provided this second 

course has spaces available. You can also cancel your registration for courses you 

were assigned but cannot attend. Please note that you cannot register for additional 

courses during the adjustment periods. 

1.3 Übergreifende Kompetenzen/Fachdidaktik in the 

BA (50% “Lehramtsoption”) 

All BA students need to accumulate 20 credit points in Übergreifende Kompetenzen 

(ÜK). For details, see the Übergreifende Kompetenzen download on the English 

department website. Credit points for university courses that are unrelated to either 

of your BA subjects will normally be recognized as ÜK (but please note the special 

regulations for the Lehramtsoption in BA English Studies).   

Students intending to pursue an M.Ed. need to accumulate the Übergreifende 

Kompetenzen credits specified under Lehramtsoption. Sixteen of these points are 

earned at the Institut für Bildungswissenschaft. The remaining four points are 

allocated to Fachdidaktik (two in each BA subject). 

 

There are several ways to earn the two credit points required for English 

Fachdidaktik: 

 You can attend one of the dedicated Fachdidaktik courses (“Fachdidaktik for 

BA students” – in contrast to “Fachdidaktik 1” and “Fachdidaktik 2” which are 

GymPO or Master of Education specific courses.) 

 Alternatively, if you sign up for the following course, you can obtain 2 credit 

points for Fachdidaktik and up to three credit points for a Proseminar, or you 

can obtain a Proseminar I Schein (and no Fachdidaktik): 

Kleiber, Second Language Acquisition and Language Teaching (Tue 2.15) 
 

Fachdidaktik for students in our Master of Education program 

Please attend one of the dedicated courses for your study course, i.e. Didactics & 

Methodology I (Mon 9.15, 115) or one of the two courses at the Pädagogische 

Hochschule Heidelberg. 

 

1.4 Freshers’ Day (orientation for new students) 

April 11: Orientation for new students, organized by the faculty, staff 

and student council of the department of English Studies 

This day-long orientation program (April 10, 10 am to 6 pm) is designed to help 

new students get their academic career in English Studies off to a good start. In 

small group sessions led by advanced students, new students have the opportunity 

to gain expert advice on every aspect of life in the department, from putting 
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together a manageable schedule to finding their way around the building. Faculty 

and staff cover the programs of study, advising system, study abroad opportunities 

and services available in the department, and the student council and representatives 

of different clubs introduce themselves as well. The day concludes with a pizza 

party where students, staff and faculty can mingle and get to know each other. All 

new students are strongly urged to attend this event. 

Freshers’ Day traditionally takes place on the Wednesday before classes begin. The 

schedule is posted on Aktuelles on our homepage soon after the results of the 

entrance examination are made public. 

 

1.5 Orientation for new Master or Education 

students 

April 15: Orientation for new Master or Education students, organized 

by the department of English Studies 

This orientation (October 15, 11 am to 12.30 am, room 108) is designed to help new 

students organize the part of their program that involves the English department. Both 

“Fachstudienberater” will be present and ready for your questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please look for short-term changes on our homepage, <http://www.as.uni-

heidelberg.de>. Please note that the information on lectures on <http://lsf.uni-

heidelberg.de> may be dated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final editing: R. Möhlig-Falke & F. Friedl 

Editorial deadline: 25 January, 2019 

 

 

http://www.as.uni-heidelberg.de/aktuelles.php
http://www.as.uni-heidelberg.de/
http://www.as.uni-heidelberg.de/
http://www.as.uni-heidelberg.de/
http://lsf.uni-heidelberg.de/
http://lsf.uni-heidelberg.de/


2. Vorlesungen                                          2.1 Phonetik 

10 

 

2. Vorlesungen 

2.1 Phonetik 

Introduction to Phonetics and English Phonology 

 
PD Dr. S. Mollin Mon, 9:15 – 10:45, Heuscheuer II 

In this introductory lecture, we will be dealing with (English) speech sounds from 

both a theoretical and an applied perspective. After a general introduction to the 

fields of phonetics and phonology, the sound system of the English language will be 

considered in detail. We will focus on the British and American standard accents, 

but will also look at further accents of English whenever appropriate. Throughout, 

special attention will be paid to potential pronunciation difficulties of German-

speaking learners of English. In addition, the lecture will also be concerned with the 

accurate transcription of English texts. 

N.B.: Students also need to take the course “British/American English Phonetics 

(Pronunciation Practice)”, either British or American English, preferably in the 

same semester as the lecture. While no registration is needed for the lecture, you 

need to sign up online for “British/American English Phonetics”. 

Texts: For both the lecture and the course “British/American English Phonetics 

(Pronunciation Practice)”, one of the following books should be obtained:  

 Sauer, Walter. 2013. A Drillbook of English Phonetics. Heidelberg: Winter. 

[for British English] 

 Sauer, Walter. 2011. American English Pronunciation: A Drillbook. 

Heidelberg: Winter. [for American English] 

Also recommended for the lecture: Collins, Beverley, and Inger M. Mees. 2013. 

Practical Phonetics and Phonology. London/New York: Routledge.   

2.2 Vorlesung historische Sprachwissenschaft 

English Historical Pragmatics 

 
Dr. R. Möhlig-Falke Thu, 1:00 – 2:30, 110 

Pragmatics is commonly known as the linguistic study of language use in context. 

Historical Pragmatics, accordingly, is the linguistic study of the language use of 

earlier periods in its historical context, of its diachronic development as well as of 

the communicative causes of language change. This lecture will give an overview 

of the most important fields, methods, and mechanisms in historical pragmatics, 
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such as e.g., the historical study of discourse markers and interjections, address 

terms, politeness, and speech acts; form-to-function and function-to-form mapping; 

pragmaticalisation, subjectification, and metonymisation. We will look at language 

data from all historical periods of the English language and at the textual 

representation of various discourse domains in diachronic perspective and discuss 

the value of historical language corpora for pragmatic analyses. 

Please note that the lecture will start on 18 April! 

Background reading: 

 Fitzmaurice, Susan M. ed. 2007. Methods in Historical Pragmatics. 

Berlin/New York: de Gruyter. 

 Jucker, Andreas H. & Irma Taavitsainen. 2013. English Historical Pragmatics. 

Edinburgh: Edinburgh UP. 

 Jucker, Andreas H. & Irma Taavitsainen, eds. 2010. Historical Pragmatics. 

(Handbooks of Pragmatics 8). Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

2.3 Vorlesung moderne Sprachwissenschaft 

Semantik: Eine Einführung 

 
Prof. Dr. S. Kleinke Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 110 

What do words and sentences mean and how do we know? This lecture course deals 

with the linguistic analysis and description of meaning. A brief introduction looks at 

how semantics links up with other fields of linguistics and outlines basic concepts 

and levels of semantic analysis. Later on, we will move on to central frameworks of 

semantic description, mainly focusing on structuralist and cognitive semantics, their 

units of description as well as the linguistic toolkits used in their analysis. 

2.4 Vorlesungen Literaturwissenschaft 

18th Century Poetry 

 
Prof. Dr. P. Schnierer Mon, 9:15 – 10:45, Neue Uni, HS14 

This lecture series, the third in a six-term cycle, will cover the period from the end 

of the Restoration era to early romanticism. I will try to demonstrate the continuing 

relevance of the lyrical forms, motifs and themes of that time by adducing later 

poems from the 19th to the 21st century, with a heavy emphasis on popular music.  

Please buy Paul Keegan ed. The Penguin Book of English Verse (2004). Other 

poems will be made available in class on a weekly basis. 
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American Modernism 

 
Prof. Dr. D. Schloss Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, Neue Uni, HS 9 

This lecture course will assess the multifold contributions of US-American writers 

to the international movement of modernism. Students will be introduced to 

different American modernist schools and their cultural and aesthetic philosophies. 

After a consideration of the uses of the terms ‘modern’, ‘modernity’, ‘modernist’, 

and ‘modernism’, we will begin with Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, and H.D., a group of 

American avant-garde poets who decided to make their home in Europe; we will 

discuss their contention that a modernist writer must, first and foremost, come to 

terms with ‘tradition.’  

The second section of the lecture course will deal with the poems and poetic 

theories of Robert Frost, William Carlos Williams, and Wallace Stevens – poets 

who adopted an anti-traditionalist, ‘nativist’ stance. In the third section, we will 

discuss the modernist orientations of three novelists: Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, and William Faulkner. A consideration of the Harlem Renaissance 

(Langston Hughes, Jean Toomer, and Zora Neale Hurston) in the modernist context 

and a preview of the literature and philosophy of post-modernism will round out 

this lecture course.  

Students should read the following novels before the term starts: Hemingway, The 

Sun Also Rises, Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, and Faulkner, The Sound and the 

Fury. The Norton Anthology of American Literature (Volume D: Between the Wars, 

1815-1945) offers useful selections from the work of the modernist poets and the 

Harlem-Renaissance writers. For a general introduction to the period and its writers 

see Part Four of the Columbia Literary History of the United States, ed. by Emory 

Eliot (New York, 1988). 

Suggested text books:  

 Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises (Arrow; ISBN: 9780099908500) 

 F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (Penguin; ISBN: 0241965675) 

 William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury (Vintage Classics; ISBN: 

9780099475019) 

 Selections from the poets: The Norton Anthology of American Literature, ed. by 

Robert Levine et al., 9th edition, vol. D (Norton; ISBN: 0393264556; earlier 

editions are also o.k.). 
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2.5 Vorlesung Kulturwissenschaft 

History of American Evangelicalism from the Civil War to the 

Present 

 
Prof. Dr. J. Stievermann Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, Neue Uni, HS 6, and Wed, 

11:15 – 12:45, Neue Uni, HS 6 

The evangelical movement is often regarded as the most distinct feature of the 

American religious landscape. It has had a major influence on U.S. culture and 

society more generally. This lecture course offers a survey of the history American 

evangelicalism from the era following its ascendency in the pre-Civil War period 

through the present day. We will look at how evangelical churches dealt with the 

challenges of industrialization, urbanization, and cultural as well as theological 

modernization in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, culminating in the 

Fundamentalist-Modernist controversy. The lecture will discuss the ways in which 

evangelicals have been involved in American politics, especially since the rise of 

the Religious Right and the close alliance with the GOP. Students will also be 

familiarized with the great theological, ethnic and social diversity of evangelical 

Christianity and learn about the rise of Pentecostalism and non-denominational 

mega-churches. After the lecture class on Wednesday (11-12) we will discuss one 

central primary document relevant to each week’s topic. This additional 

“Quellenübung” is highly recommended but optional. 

Recommended Reading: 

 Mark A. Noll, American Evangelical Christianity: An Introduction (Blackwell, 

2001). 

 Barry Hankins. American Evangelicals: A Contemporary History of a 

Mainstream Movement. Lanham, 2008.   

Overview of Key Concepts of the Study of Culture 

 
Prof. Dr. V. Nünning Wed, 2:15 – 3:45, Neue Uni, HS 14 

Prof. Dr. Nünning, Dr. Löffler, PD Dr. Peterfy 

This series of lectures is designed as an introduction to central themes and methods 

of cultural analysis on the basis of current and historical theories of culture. 

Students will learn about, among others, cultural ‘Ways of Worldmaking’ 

(Goodman) and cultural memory, theoretical models of culture and their 

interpretations, culture as performance, visual culture, and many other interesting 

and important aspects of cultural studies. An additional emphasis will be on the 

combination of theory and the potential application of cultural studies in your 

further studies. Thus, pertinent examples from British and American cultural history 
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– such as Elizabethan courtly culture, Washington’s Commonplace Book, 18th-

century consumer culture, or the British Empire and Orientalism – will be constant 

points of reference. 
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3. Einführungsveranstaltungen 

3.1 Einführung Sprachwissenschaft 

Introduction to Linguistics 

 
Prof. Dr. B. Busse Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, Neue Uni, HS 15 

This course is designed to introduce you to the major subdisciplines of English 

linguistics and to their respective methodologies. We will cover morphology, 

semantics and syntax as well as pragmatics, sociolinguistics and corpus linguistics.  

Note that this course will be very hands-on. This means that in order to build up and 

extend your linguistic skills you will be asked to perform a number of (web-based) 

tasks, exercises and small research projects as the course unfolds. A course reader 

will be provided at the beginning of the semester. There will be a written exam at 

the end of term.  

Don’t be afraid of linguistics. You will see that becoming a linguist is not just great 

fun but of crucial value for analyzing and understanding what is an – if not the – 

essential part of our human social condition. 

3.2 Einführung Literaturwissenschaft 

Introduction to Literary Studies  

 
Prof. Dr. G. Leypoldt Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, Heuscheuer II 

This course of lectures will serve as an introduction to the study of literatures in 

English. Addressing key concepts and critical tools relevant to the analysis and 

interpretation of literary texts, we will discuss structural aspects of the major genres 

(drama, prose, poetry), explore the uses of literary and cultural theory, and survey 

basic categories of literary historiography. 

There will be an accompanying compulsory tutorial where advanced students will 

discuss with you the key issues of this lecture and introduce you to the technical 

skills and research tools you need in your course of studies. This lecture will be in 

English, and it will conclude with a written exam. 

Texts: Our main texts are William Shakespeare’s Hamlet (Arden Edition) and 

Colson Whitehead The Underground Railroad (any edition). Please read them by 

mid-May. Additional texts will be provided during the term. 
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4. Proseminare 

4.1 Proseminar I Sprachwissenschaft 

Morphology 

 
Dr. R. Möhlig-Falke Thu, 3:00 – 4:30, 113 

This course will deal with key issues in morphology as the study of how words are 

formed, comprising both lexical and inflectional morphology. What is a word? 

What are the rules of word formation, and which different processes lead to the for-

mation of grammatical word forms and of new lexical items? What governs and re-

strains lexical productivity? How do morphology and phonology interact, and how 

do inflectional morphology and syntax combine in the sentence? How do children 

acquire the morphological rules of their mother tongue, and what is the place of 

morphology in grammar and in grammatical theory? For a course certificate, stu-

dents are required to participate actively in group work and in a group presentation 

and to hand in an academic term paper (10-12 pages) at the end of term. 

Please note that the course will start on 18 April! 

Basic reading:  

Lieber, Rochelle. 22015. Introducing Morphology. (Cambridge Introductions to 

Language and Linguistics). Cambridge: CUP. 

Background reading: 

 Bauer, Laurie. 2019. Rethinking Morphology. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press. 

 Haspelmath, Martin & Andrea Sims.22010. Understanding Morphology. 

(Understanding Language Series) London: Hodder Education. 

Understanding Syntax 

 
Dr. M. Schiffmann Fri, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

One of the goals of this seminar is to show that syntax is not a topic to be dreaded, 

but an exciting one. One reason is that syntax is arguably the factor operating in our 

mind which makes complex thought as we know it possible. The ability to build 

ever larger phrases out of single words and to build ever more complex sentences 

out of these phrases is at the root of our capacity to understand and interpret the 

world we live in to the surprising extent that we do. 

At the same time, the syntactic structures of the 6,000 to 7,000 languages said to 

exist on our planet are not at all the same but display a stunning diversity. English, 
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Chinese, Latin, Japanese, the Native American language Mohawk, or Piraha spoken 

in the Amazon Basin are certainly very different in their sentence structures, and 

part of the substantial amount of effort most of us must invest in learning a new 

language is due to this distinctness. 

But despite the bewildering array of peculiar phenomena in each language, there 

seems to be an underlying unity that binds the syntactic systems of all these very 

different tongues together – a unity that makes each one of them translatable into 

any other, and one without which linguistics in the realm of syntax would be 

pointless, since there would not even be a recognizable area to talk about. 

This seminar will illuminate both these aspects of syntax – the wide range of 

differences between languages and the unity that allows us to understand even the 

strangest syntactic phenomena of languages very remote from our experience. To 

get a real grasp, we will do many exercises and draw extensively on the languages 

that the participants in the seminar themselves know. Particular focus will be on a 

comparison of the languages that are ‘strange’ to us to the two most of us are 

familiar with, English and German. 

Texts: Core reading will be Maggie Tallerman, Understanding Syntax, 4th edition, 

Routledge 2014. This book, as well as a lot of other material, will be made available 

to participants of the seminar in an appropriate form. 

English Phraseology 

 
Dr. J. Schultz Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, 115 

This seminar will concentrate on one of the most fascinating aspects of language: 

phraseology. Comprising phrases and idioms such as, for instance, to let the cat out 

of the bag or to have butterflies in your stomach, phraseological units may render a 

speech or a piece of writing more expressive, vivid and picturesque. Due to their 

often unpredictable meanings and their implications these items are considered 

problematic, especially for learners of English as a foreign language.  

The aim of this seminar is to give students a rounded picture of the inventory of 

idioms and phrases commonly used in English. Participants will be introduced to 

the most essential theoretical approaches to phraseology as a linguistic discipline. 

The focus of this course will be on the functions of phraseological units in 

discourse. In addition, we will look at the insights these units may provide into the 

history of a speech community and its culture. 

Texts: Fiedler, S. 2007. English Phraseology. Tübingen: Narr. 
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Lexicology and Lexicography: Applications for Foreign Language 

Teaching 

 
I. Kleiber Tue, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

One of the most striking, but sometimes overlooked, features of languages is that 

they consist of words. Lexicology is concerned with studying words, their meaning, 

their forms and functions, and their relationships. Lexicography, on the other hand, 

deals with the creation and investigation of dictionaries. 

In the first half of the semester, we will study both traditional as well as state-of-

the-art methods and approaches (e.g. corpus-based and computational approaches) 

to lexicology and lexicography. In the second half of the semester, we will focus on 

various examples (e.g. the Oxford English Dictionary and the Historical Thesaurus 

of the Oxford English Dictionary/Historical Thesaurus of English), case studies, 

and especially the interface between these two disciplines and foreign language 

teaching. In doing so, we will mainly focus on questions regarding the acquisition 

and teaching of vocabulary as well as lexicogrammar.  

Die Lehrveranstaltung ist ein Angebot der Heidelberg School of Education (HSE) 

und ist geöffnet für Studierende der Universität und der Pädagogischen Hochschule 

Heidelberg. Die Anmeldung der Studierenden der PH erfolgt über Stud.IP. 

Texts: All study material for this seminar will be uploaded on Moodle. Large parts 

of this class will be taught following a video-based flipped-classroom approach. 

Hence, you should be willing to spend some time watching and engaging with video 

material each week. 

Sociolinguistics 

 
L. Bredvik Tue, 11:00 – 1:00, 110 

Sociolinguistics is fundamentally the scientific study of the relationship between 

language and society; it uses empirical research to focus on how human beings use 

language in real life situations. Sociolinguistics investigates how we speak 

differently in various social contexts, and how we use specific aspects of language 

to convey and create social meaning. The ways in which language reflects and 

shapes society is very complex and affects a wide range of encounters – from 

international institutional conversations in the European Union to very narrow 

interpersonal conversations between friends.  

This seminar will investigate the fundamental aspects and components of 

sociolinguistics – multilingualism, language attitudes and ideologies, gender and 

ethnicity, language variation and dialects, the interaction between language and 
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cognition, language and identity, and methods of sociolinguistic research. We will 

also look at how sociolinguistics has begun focusing on more broadly based social 

and political issues, and how the results of research can be applied in social, 

educational and political arenas. 

Students will give one in-class presentation on a topic of their choice and submit 

one 10-page paper at the end of the semester. In-class participation based on the 

readings is essential. 

Texts:  

 Bell, Allan. The Guidebook to Sociolinguistics. Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell, 

2014. 

 Mesthrie, Rajend, ed. The Cambridge Handbook of Sociolinguistics. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011.  

4.2 Proseminar II historische Sprachwissenschaft 

Introduction to the History of English 

 
Dr. J. Schultz Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 108 

This seminar will provide an overview of the linguistic, social and cultural 

development of the English language from its prehistoric Indo-European origin until 

today. We will look at the history of English at different periods (Old English, 

Middle English, Early Modern English and Late Modern English) and at the current 

status and future of English as a world language. Essential insights will be given 

into the nature of language and mechanisms of change. The different stages in the 

history of English with its typical linguistic features will be illustrated with a variety 

of representative texts, revealing, for instance, the language of King Alfred, 

Chaucer and Shakespeare. 

Texts: van Gelderen, Elly. 2014. A History of the English Language. Amsterdam: 

Benjamins. 

Introduction to the History of English 
 

PD Dr. S. Mollin Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 113 

PD Dr. S. Mollin Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 113 

This class offers an introduction to the historical development of English. 

Beginning with the Germanic origins of the language, we will consider its 

development in phonology, grammar and lexis through Old English, Middle 

English, Early Modern English and Late Modern English, making reference to the 
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Standard English we know today. A special focus will lie on the social and cultural 

background to the linguistic changes that English has undergone, on the 

mechanisms of language change, and on questions of data in historical linguistics. 

Introduction to Old English 

 
Dr. E. Hänßgen Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 116 

Old English is the oldest diachronic variant of English, used between ca. 700 and 

1100 AD. It is more closely related to Late Modern German than to Late Modern 

English and is therefore easier to learn for speakers of German.  

In this course, we will be looking at different levels on which Old English differs 

from later variants, especially at its morphology, phonology and syntax. We will 

also be dealing with external language history and translate a number of prose texts 

and poems. 

Texts: Baker, Peter S. 32012. Introduction to Old English. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Chaucer’s Language and Versification: An Introduction to Middle 

English 

 
V. Mohr Wed, 2:15 – 3:45, 115 

Based on a thoroughly philological approach, this course provides an introduction 

to Middle English as attested in the works of Geoffrey Chaucer with a view to 

understanding and appreciating texts from one of the most significant and most 

frequently anthologized literary figures of late mediaeval England. We will be 

concerned with the main developments in phonology, morphology, lexis, semantics, 

syntax and pragmatics between Middle English and the Early Modern and indeed 

the Modern English periods, not only in Standard English but also in regional and 

social nonstandard varieties of the language. 

The first part of the course serves to present the chief methods used in reconstruct-

ing the pronunciation of earlier stages of the language. By continually applying 

these methods, students will gain insight into the development of vowel and con-

sonant segments and investigate the stress pattern of polysyllabic words in order to 

become aware of how Chaucer made use of the variation that existed in his time to 

build his verses. Numerous individual features in present-day varieties of English, 

especially in conservative regional ones, will be found to represent elements that 

were universal in Middle English. Finally, general characteristics of Modern 

English such as the existence of partial synonyms at different stylistic levels and the 

dissociative nature of the lexicon as well as aspects of the inflectional system will 

be shown to result from lexical borrowing and sound change, respectively.  
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Course work includes readings and active participation, and the course grade will be 

based on the results of a take-home exam and an in-class final exam. 

Introduction to Early Modern English 

 
Dr. M. Isermann Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 114 

The course takes a philological approach to the transitional period between 1450 

and 1700, in which English developed into an idiom not far from the language we 

use today. It starts out from the assumption that the history of a language cannot 

profitably be studied without a solid knowledge of the texts in which it materializes 

as well as of their cultural and historical background. As regards the EME period, 

such an approach is particularly natural, given the fact that language became 

virtually the first object of public dispute in the two centuries that followed the 

introduction of printing.  

Consequently, we will place equal emphasis on the major developments in the 

phonology, lexicon and grammar of the period and on the texts which exhibit these 

developments and comment upon them. Regular homework (an estimated three 

hours per week) includes reading, translation, and regular exercises. A course reader 

is available at the Copy Corner. 

Texts:  

 Nevalainen, Terttu. 2006. An Introduction to Early Modern English. 

Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. Press.  

 Barber, Charles. 1997. Early Modern English. Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. 

Press.  

4.3 Proseminar II moderne Sprachwissenschaft 

Students for Teaching Degrees (‘Lehramt’) can only obtain credit points for a PS I 

Sprachwissenschaft in these classes – not for a PS II. 

Linguistic Research Methods 

 
PD Dr. S. Mollin Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 113 

Instead of making students specialists in a highly specific topic, this class aims to 

produce generalists. We will attempt to cover the whole breadth of linguistics as a 

science, but not by approaching it via its subdisciplines, but by answering 

methodological questions, such as: What kinds of data count as evidence in 

linguistics? How do we come by these data? And: How do we analyse and interpret 

the data? The empirical methods covered are diverse, including corpus linguistics, 

conversation and discourse analysis, sociolinguistic variationist elicitation, attitude 
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surveys, and psycholinguistic experiments. Each method is introduced by a close 

discussion of exemplary studies (classic and recent) from diverse linguistic areas, 

and is then applied hands-on in practical data analysis exercises. We will weigh the 

advantages and disadvantages of each method, discuss the potential of combining 

methods, and treat issues such as representativity, validity, and statistical 

significance along the way.  

Students are expected to participate actively, to complete practical assignments at 

home, to present an empirical study in class, and to conduct a small-scale study 

using and critically reflecting on at least one of the linguistic research methods 

introduced. 

Metaphor in Discourse: A Research Course 

 
S. Vogelbacher Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 116 

Over the last four decades, the cognitive view of metaphor associated with Lakoff 

& Johnson and Kövecses has been the basis of a wealth of research into 

metaphorical conceptualization. 

Inspired by the cognitive view, two lines of discourse-analytical research have 

emerged in linguistic metaphor studies: The first one focuses on linguistic 

realizations of conceptual metaphor, their experiential grounding and cross-cultural 

variation. The second one is concerned with metaphor use and its various functions 

in communicative situations. 

In the first part of this course, we will discuss discourse-analytical approaches to 

metaphor, their methods and analytical tools. In the second part, students will work 

on their own research project. As part of the course, students will participate in the 

Cognitive Explorations into Metaphor and Metonymy colloquium, which takes 

place at the English Department on the 12th & 13th of July. A reading list will be 

available at the beginning of the semester. 

4.4 Proseminar I Literaturwissenschaft 

Introduction to the Study of Fiction: The 19th Century 

 
G. Bowen Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 333 

In this Proseminar we will be concerned with the interpretation of narrative texts. In 

the ‘Introduction to the Study of Literature’ you have already touched upon the 

main points of how to deal with a host of different genres; here we will refine this 

knowledge and apply it to the interpretation and analysis of three classic novels. 
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The 19th Century was a time of not only social and technological change but also of 

literary innovation and genre proliferation. After the ‘Rise of the Novel’ in the 18th 

Century, the 19th Century saw a great number of new novel genres and, as a 

consequence, also a great variety of narrative techniques and ways of writing. 

In order to get an insight into different genres of the novel and to compare and con-

trast ways of writing, we will discuss Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818), Elizabeth 

Gaskell, North and South (1854) and H.G. Wells, The Time Machine (1895). 

Please read all three novels before the start of term. 

The White Whale: Reading Moby Dick 

 
A. Elstermann Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 113 

Some texts are so canonical that they end up on practically any ‘must read’-list. 

Herman Melville’s Moby Dick is certainly among them, and yet many of you might 

not have read or even considered reading the novel. After all, it has a reputation that 

might put readers off – it is a long book, much of it is concerned with whaling, and 

the story is fragmented, complicated, and littered with symbols and metaphors.  

However, since the narrative complication that can be so frustrating at first arises 

out of the novel’s complexity and its richness, untangling the various strands of 

metaphors on different structural levels makes for a highly rewarding experience. A 

detailed reading of Moby Dick will allow you to look beyond the mere plot and 

probe the kaleidoscopic philosophical depths, but also discover the many humorous 

aspects that the novel offers. 

We will use Moby Dick as our home port from where we venture into literary 

history, theory, and historical and cultural context (that includes whaling and 

sailing). We will study the novel’s past to identify traces of its predecessors, such as 

the influence of Shakespeare’s work on Melville’s writing, for example, or biblical 

references, and we will examine its future – reworkings of the story, stylistic 

echoes, and broader literary developments that came after its publication. 

But first and foremost, we will read and analyze Moby Dick closely, and try to find 

out what makes it a ‘Great American Novel.’ Yes, it will be hard work, but it will 

also be entirely worth it. 

Texts: Read the entirety of Herman Melville’s Moby Dick before the start of term. 

Do not skip any of the sections on seafaring or whaling. Take your time to read the 

novel over the semester break – allocate a couple of weeks to the task if you can. 

Also, read or watch any Shakespearean tragedy – if you’re having difficulties 

deciding, pick King Lear. Additional reading, such as excerpts from secondary 

literature, will be made available to you over the course of the semester. 
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Shakespeare’s Comedies 

 
Dr. H. Grundmann Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 114 

In this class we shall analyse three major comedies by Shakespeare, exploring the 

topics of love and sexuality and gender politics. We shall also consider the 

representation of the political and family structures of the Renaissance in their 

cultural context, including some useful literary theories (e.g. New Historicism). In 

addition to a close reading of the texts, the viewing and interpretation of twentieth-

century film versions will be emphasised, e.g. Michael Hoffman’s A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream, or Trevor Nunn’s, as well as the Globe Theatre’s version of Twelfth 

Night. 

Texts: Please purchase the Oxford World’s Classics editions of Twelfth Night (ed. 

by Roger Warren, 2008), As You Like It (ed. by Alan Brissenden, 2008) and A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream (ed. by Peter Holland, 2008). 

Introduction to the Study of Fiction: BrexLit 

 
D. Link Wed, 9:15 – 10:45, 108 

The novel has always been a means of dealing with social and political issues. This 

has not changed in the twenty-first century, in which the contemporary British 

novel is thriving ‘by engaging with a host of current issues, generating new forms 

and sub-genres, and enjoying great popularity and cultural prestige.’ (Nünning & 

Nünning 2018: 3) Therefore, it is no surprise that the so-called ‘Brexit’ has entered 

British fiction before and after the referendum in June 2016. This literary 

engagement with the UK’s withdrawal from the EU has proven so prolific that it 

has even led to the creation of a sub-genre called ‘BrexLit’. In these novels, authors 

try to make sense of current socio-political controversies including and surrounding 

the referendum vote. 

In this class, we will not only talk about the features and challenges of the 

contemporary British novel in general, but also about how authors construct issues 

and consequences related to Brexit on a narrative level. Furthermore, you will be 

able to deepen your knowledge acquired in the Introduction to the Study of 

Literature and apply it to the selected books in close-reading sessions.  

Please purchase and read the following texts before the semester starts. 

 Ali Smith: Autumn (2016) 

 Amanda Craig: The Lie of the Land (2017) 
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London in Contemporary Fiction 

 
C. Earnshaw Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 115 

Given its fascinating history, iconic status and richly diverse tapestry, it’s hardly 

surprising that London has stirred the imagination of novelists for centuries. The 

image of London is as multifaceted as it is changing: Whereas in Charles Dickens’ 

novels it is depicted as gloomy, dirty and poor, William Wordsworth describes the 

city as ‘glittering’ and ‘smokeless’ and ‘beautiful’ only a couple of years earlier. 

Please read the following texts before the beginning of term: 

 Ian McEwan, Saturday (2005) 

 Zadie Smith, NW (2012)  

In our course, we will start by briefly tracing the different images of London 

throughout the centuries and then zoom in on contemporary fiction. We will look at 

how current social developments are negotiated in and through the space of the 

capital: The credit crunch, lives after 9/11 as well as the upsides and challenges of 

multiculturalism are only some of the themes we will encounter in our two main 

novels, Ian McEwan's Saturday and Zadie Smith's NW. Moreover, these two novels 

will also be a starting point to look more generally at British fiction in the 21st 

century: What features are discernible that can help us to get an overview of current 

literary developments? It goes without saying that we will also use the novels to 

practice your close-reading and interpretation skills. 

The Campus Novel (John Williams, David Lodge, Zadie Smith) 

 
T. Sommer Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, 122 

An established genre since at least the 1950s, the campus novel depicts academic 

discourses, protocols, and forms of sociality while also often addressing issues 

beyond the confines of the university. Constructing fictional worlds around 

academics, students, and the institutional frameworks within which they move, 

campus novels use a range of generic conventions (Bildungsroman, satire, critical 

theory) to address questions of aesthetics, politics, social hierarchy, and gender.  

This course will trace the characteristics as well as the development of the genre 

and, along the way, provide an introduction to methods for the analysis of narrative 

texts. We will cover four decades of campus fiction, focusing on John Williams’s 

Stoner (1965), David Lodge’s Changing Places (1975), and Zadie Smith’s On 

Beauty (2005). The course will put a special emphasis on fictional representations 

of literary theory – how the genre has worked as a theory novel before “the novel 

after theory” (Judith Ryan) – on the relationship between academic criticism and 

creative writing – the roles of authors as academics and vice versa, within and 
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beyond “the program era” (Mark McGurl), and on the forms of transatlantic 

comparison the three novels (Lodge and Smith, in particular) invite between 

academic cultures in Britain and the United States. 

Texts: Participants should acquire the following editions and have read the novels 

by the beginning of the semester: 

 John Williams, Stoner (New York: New York Review Books, 2003). 

 David Lodge, Changing Places: A Tale of Two Campuses (London: Vintage, 

2011). 

 Zadie Smith, On Beauty (London: Penguin, 2006). 

Introduction to the Theatre of Thornton Wilder 

 
Dr. K. Hertel Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 110 

Thornton Wilder (1897–1975) once said: ‘Toward the end of the twenties I began to 

lose pleasure in going to the theatre. I ceased to believe in the stories I saw 

presented there.’ Shortly afterwards, he started to experiment with the aspects of 

time, space, and dramatic technique in his own plays. Hence, his one-act plays of 

the early 1930s can be seen as preparatory studies for the major dramatic works, 

which were to follow over the course of the next decade.  

This class will focus on a close reading of the two one-act plays The Long Christ-

mas Dinner (1931) and Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden (1931) as well as 

the later full-length plays Our Town (1938) and The Skin of Our Teeth (1942). 

Participants are expected to have read the four plays by the beginning of the 

summer term. The texts will be read in the following editions:  

 The Long Christmas Dinner and Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden both 

by Samuel French Publishers, London, in the 2012 collection: Wilder’s Classic 

One Acts (ISBN-13: 978-0573601781). 

 Our Town and The Skin of Our Teeth are available as a Penguin Modern 

Classics Paperback: Thornton Wilder. Our Town and Other Plays (2000). 

Citizens of Utopia: Genre and Transformation in David Mitchell’s 

Cloud Atlas 

 
Dr. M. Drescher Fri, 17 May (rooms 114 & 333), Sat, 18 May 

(room 112), and Sun, 19 May (room 112), 9:00 

– 6:00 pm, respectively 

This Blockseminar will investigate the turn to genre and questions regarding world-

making through literature by investigating Mitchell’s novel Cloud Atlas (2012). 
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What is genre and what is the genre turn? How does this particular text hop from 

one genre to another? How does it disrupt time, space, and generic conventions? 

How are these stories made, how does the text build its characters, and in what 

manner does it comment on, construct, and critique some of the larger questions 

that preoccupy contemporary Western societies? 

We will pay special attention to the narratological foundations of textual analysis 

and learn to think in and employ sociological perspectives (especially the 

Bourdieuian). Basic terms and notions will be introduced (e.g. story, plot, character, 

cultural production, habitus, etc.), all of which will help guiding our in-depths 

analysis of given works. 

To do so, we will work with David Mitchells Cloud Atlas (2012). Students will 

obtain and read the 2012 Modern Library edition (and selected theoretical material) 

before class commences. Sessions will be dedicated to textual work, content 

debates, and in-class presentations focusing on selected theoretical and 

methodological topics. We will coordinate topics, reading assignments, and 

presentation-groups beforehand.  

Attendance, active contributions, the assigned in-class presentation, and a term 

paper are required for those who wish to receive credit. Auditing is welcome but 

depends on the number of registrations. Questions: michael.drescher@as.uni-

heidelberg.de. 

Texts: David Mitchells, Cloud Atlas (2012), Modern Library Edition. 

4.5 Proseminar II Literaturwissenschaft 

Jane Austen and Adaptation: Mansfield Park 

 
Dr. K. Hertel Wed, 2:15 – 3:45, 112 

How often have you watched a film adaptation of a well-known literary text and 

bemoaned the fact that the film was ‘not good’, not very close to the original, not 

near to what you had imagined it might or should be like? Here we are already at 

the centre of a discussion concerning the question: what makes a good adaptation 

and how important is it for film as an independent genre and art form to be ‘close’ 

to any given source text? In the course of the semester, we will be dealing with all 

of these and further questions about the practice of adaptation by combining the 

close reading of the literary text with the analysis of the respective text-to-screen 

adaptations. 

We will start the semester off by looking at the historical and literary context of 

English Romanticism/ Regency England, in order to be able to place Jane Austen’s 
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work accordingly. This will be followed by a close reading of her novel Mansfield 

Park. After an excursion into the world of film studies, film semiotics and the ‘basic 

tools’ for film analysis, we will finally analyse two film versions chosen for this 

class: Mansfield Park dir. by Patricia Rozema, starring Hannah Taylor-Gordon and 

Amelia Warner (1999) and Iain B. MacDonald’s Jane Austen’s Mansfield Park 

(2007). 

Texts: Participants are asked to have read Mansfield Park by the beginning of the 

summer term in the Oxford-World-Classics edition. (Please do not purchase any 

other edition!) And for those who would like to prepare in advance for the aspects 

of film analysis and adaptation three books can be recommended: J. Monaco, How 

to Read a Film (2000), Korte, Einführung in die systematische Filmanalyse 

(2000/2004) & D. Cartmell & I. Whelehan, Adaptations. From Text to Screen, 

Screen to Text (1999). 

Poe and his Contemporaries 

 
S. Isaak Tue, 2:30 – 4:00, 110 

Edgar Allan Poe was both a man of his times and a forerunner. Credited with 

having invented new literary genres like the detective story, science fiction, the 

prose poem or the newspaper hoax, Poe’s legacy remains invaluable to twentieth-

century and twenty-first century popular culture. As a feared literary critic and 

editor of leading literary newspapers and magazines, Poe was in constant dialogue 

with his contemporaries, particularly with the Transcendentalists. We will examine 

Poe’s multifaceted writing in his role as both a literary critic and as an author of the 

American Renaissance.  

The course will begin by examining Poe’s essays ‘The Philosophy of Composition’ 

and ‘The Poetic Principle’ as well as representative poems like ‘The Raven’, ‘The 

Bells’ and ‘Annabel Lee’, comparing these with a selection of poems by his 

contemporaries. Next, some of Poe’s dark tales like ‘The Tell-Tale Heart’, ‘The 

Cask of Amontillado’ and ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’, as well as his review of 

Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Twice Told Tales will be discussed. In this context, we will 

take up Hawthorne’s ‘The Minister’s Black Veil’ and Washington Irving’s ‘Rip 

Van Winkle.’ This will be followed by the detective trilogy and a consideration of 

how Poe’s model served as a blueprint for future detective fiction. Finally, we will 

examine Poe’s only novel,   The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym and discuss 

affinities with themes from Hermann Melville’s Moby Dick. 

Texts: Please familiarize yourself with Poe’s poetry and tales mentioned above and 

bring a print version of the texts to class. While any version is acceptable, for Poe’s 

literary works the Mabbott edition is considered to be definitive. This can be 

purchased online or consulted at: https://www.eapoe.org/works. A reader with 
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excerpts from other works as well as full texts by Poe’s contemporaries will be 

available for purchase during the first week of class. 

Philip Roth 

 
Dr. E. Hänßgen Fri, 11:15 – 12:45, 116 

Philip Roth (1933-2018) was one of the finest and most widely acclaimed American 

novelists and a truly prolific author: his oeuvre comprises thirty-one books, ending 

with Nemesis in 2010. 

The basis of this course is a thorough study of four books: Goodbye, Columbus 

(1959), a collection of fiction which started his career, Operation Shylock: A 

Confession (1993), set in Israel during the First Intifada and the Demjanjuk war 

crimes trial, and his last two novels, The Humbling (2009), about an aging stage 

actor, and Nemesis (2010), set in 1944 during a – fictitious – polio epidemic. 

Our analysis will cover various aspects of Roth’s work, among them Jewish-

American identity, gender relations and family, and the postmodern play with the 

distinction between life and art. As Roth told Hermione Lee in 1984: ‘Making fake 

biography, false history, concocting a half-imaginary existence out of the actual 

drama of my life is my life. There has to be some pleasure in this job, and that’s it.’ 

Please purchase and read the texts in these editions: 

 Goodbye, Columbus. 1959. New York: Random House, 2006. 

 The Humbling. Boston; New York: Houghton Mifflin Hartcourt, 2009. 

 Nemesis. 2010. London: Vintage, 2011. 

 Operation Shylock: A Confession. 1993. New York: Random House, 1994.  

Crime Fiction 

 
Dr. P. Löffler Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, 112 

This course investigates the history and the forms of crime fiction and the detective 

novel in particular. We will start out with nineteenth-century pioneers, such as E.A. 

Poe, Wilkie Collins, and Sir Arthur Canon Doyle, then look at two prominent 

examples of so-called hard-boiled detective fiction – Dashiell Hammett’s The 

Maltese Falcon and Raymond Chandler’s The Big Sleep – and finally focus on 

contemporary appropriations of the genre as it expands and subverts earlier 

traditions of the detective novel.  

In reading these texts, we will ask questions pertaining to the aesthetics of the crime 

novel and to its social function: How is crime presented? What are literary 

strategies to deal with murder, theft, and abduction? Why is it relevant for societies 
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to tell particular versions of the ‘Whodunnit’-story? What can we learn about 

prevalent notions of good and evil? What, after all, is the relationship between 

crime fiction and crime in reality? 

Texts:  

 Arthur Canon Doyle, A Study in Scarlet & The Sign of the Four (Wordsworth 

Classics). 

 Dashiell Hammett, The Maltese Falcon (Vintage Crime).  

 Raymond Chandler, The Big Sleep (Penguin Modern Classics).  

 Denis Lehane, Live by Night (Harper Collins). 

Literature of the Spectacle in US-American Literature 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Tue, 2:15 – 3:45, 114 

In this seminar, we will read 19th-century literary texts alongside performative 

adaptations that I term ‘spectacles’ because they emphasized pluri-medial aesthetic 

experiences instead of the abstract written word. In the last decades of the 

nineteenth century, US-American city dwellers were not just enthusiastic readers of 

popular literature, but also frequent theatre-goers. In their search for ever new forms 

of engagement with literature, they also created and attended other forms of public 

performances.  

In this seminar, we will look at a sample of these hybrid performative genres, such 

as burlesques, musicals, melodramas, carnivals, vaudeville productions, 

extravaganzas, pageants, etc. We will examine these examples of American popular 

culture with the critical tools of performance and media studies, and with the help 

of digital archives and electronic databases. 

Texts: A Reader with relevant texts will be available in the Copy Corner as of the 

beginning of the semester. 

Chicano/a Literatur 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 110 

In this seminar we will look at the development of Chicano/a (or, in Juan Felipe 

Herrera’s spelling, Chican@) literature in the United States since the 1960s. 

Although individual writers with a Spanish language background had published 

their works in the US long before this date, it was in this turbulent decade that the 

notion of a common cultural (and sometimes biographical) heritage, plus a growing 

political awareness, inspired writers to see themselves as part of a new movement. 

We are going to read a cross-section from this particular literary tradition, starting 

with some early works published by the publishing house Quinto Sol Publications, 
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through the, by now, ‘classics’ of Chican@ literature by Rudolfo Anaya and Sandra 

Cisneros, and finishing with contemporary writers, such as the former Poet Laureate 

Juan Felipe Herrera.  

Please buy and read the following longer texts: 

 Rudolfo Anaya, Bless Me Ultima. (1973) 

 Sandra Cisnceros, The House on Mango Street. (1984) 

A Reader with shorter texts will be available in the Copy Corner as of the beginning 

of the semester. 

‘Me, Myself, and I’: Identity in Rap Poetry 

 
A. Al-Laham Wed, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

In this seminar, we will investigate the various ways in which Rap lyrics interrogate 

the place of the self in today’s world. Texts by artists such as De la Soul, Eminem 

and Joe Budden question, challenge, and deconstruct individual as well as collective 

identity. With their songs, they address issues that involve the fragmentation of the 

self, torn between the public image and the private life, the struggle of taking on the 

role of a husband and father, and the religious legacy that forces the subject to 

negotiate its position to regain control of its fate. 

We will trace the history of Rap and Hip Hop, looking at their roots and the 

developments in terms of strategy, content and style. We will apply close reading to 

analyse the texts and examine the audience reception to discover their impact on 

contemporary culture.  

Texts: To prepare, please listen to as many Rap songs as possible. Texts will be 

provided in the seminar. 

From the Windrush until Today: The Immigrant Experience in 

Prose, Drama and Poetry 
 

PD Dr. Kerstin Frank   Blockseminar 

 

The arrival of the Windrush and its passengers from the Caribbean in 1948 marked 

the beginning of post-war immigration in Britain and initiated a debate about 

national identity, citizenship and immigration policy that has been continued until 

today and has played a vital role in the Brexit referendum. In this seminar, we will 

analyse a variety of literary productions from different genres across this period of 

time, ranging from Sam Selvon’s The Lonely Londoners (1956) to the poetry of 

Linton Kwesi Johnson, Bola Agbaje’s Gone Too Far! (2007) and extracts from 

Paradise City by Elizabeth Day (2015). We will discuss the representation of the 
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immigrant experience in these texts against the backdrop of historical information 

and additional material such as TV series and news coverage as well as theories of 

identity and racism.  

This Blockseminar will take place on four days of intense work: June 29-30th and 

July 6-7th, and we will have a first meeting to discuss your preparations on Friday, 

May 31st, 2-4 p.m. 

Texts: Please buy and read Sam Selvon’s The Lonely Londoners and Andrea Levy’s 

Small Island. A reader with shorter texts will be provided. 

4.6 Proseminar I Kulturwissenschaft 

Introduction to the Study of British Culture  

 
Prof. Dr. V. Nünning Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 114 

“History is a guide to navigation in perilous times. History is who we are and why 

we are the way we are.” (David McCullough) 

Have you always been fascinated by the tales about Henry VIII and his six wives? 

Do you always get the Queen Elizabeths mixed up? This is the course for you!  The 

seminar aims at providing a rough framework of crucial periods in British history 

and a set of categories which you can use to continue the study of British culture on 

your own. We will explore developments in a variety of fields ranging from social 

history to the history of mentalities, which will also help you with your studies of 

the literature of the time. 

In addition to important general aspects of (past and present) cultures, we will 

examine examples taken from three interesting periods in British cultural history: 

We will start with the Tudors – from Henry VIII to Elizabeth as the ‘Virgin Queen’ 

– continue with a study of key issues of the late 18thcentury, and then look at 

important social developments in the wake of the Industrial Revolution. 

We will also study excerpts from historical sources, which will be made available in 

the ‘Handapparat’. 

Shakespeare’s Comedies 

 
Dr. H. Grundmann Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 114 

Description see page 24. 

Citizens of Utopia: Genre and Transformation in David Mitchell’s 

Cloud Atlas 
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Dr. M. Drescher Fri, 17 May (rooms 114 & 333), Sat, 18 May 

(room 112), and Sun, 19 May (room 112), 9:00 

– 6:00 pm, respectively 

Description see page 24. 

Emigration and the Irish 

 
D. O’Brien Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, 108 

Emigration has been part and parcel of Irish life and history from earliest times. It 

begins with the Irish peregrini in early medieval times, who brought the light of 

learning to Europe in the Dark Ages, and continues with the Flight of the Earls and 

the Wild Geese in the 17th century, who left the country due to political upheavals, 

with the former heralding the end of Gaelic society in Ireland. Modern emigration is 

considered to begin with the starving masses who fled Ireland to America and 

Australia during and after the Great Famine in the 19th century, and their tradition 

was continued by the modern emigrants to Britain in the 1950’s and to Europe and 

the States in the 1980’s. Emigration had, until the mid-1990’s, been considered a 

tradition and, at times, necessary evil in Ireland. With the advent of the Celtic Tiger, 

this all changed and, for the first time in its history, Ireland became a land of 

immigration (and a land of racism and discrimination). Following the demise of the 

Celtic Tiger and the subsequent financial crisis and economic downturn between 

2008 and 2012, emigration became part and parcel of daily life in contemporary 

Ireland once again. 

This course will examine the political, social and religious reasons for emigration 

against the background of Irish history. How the emigration experience has been 

documented in music, song and film will also be highlighted throughout the course.  

Texts:  

 Coogan, Tim Pat (2000). Wherever the Green is Worn: The Story of the Irish 

Diaspora. London: Hutchinson. 

 Culligan, Matthew, J. P. Cherici (2000). The Wandering Irish in Europe. Their 

Influence from the Dark Ages to Modern Times. London: Constable. 

 Ferriter, Diarmaid (2004). The Transformation of Ireland, 1900-2000. London: 

Profile Books. 

 Fitzgerald, Patrick and Brian Lambkin (2008). Migration in Irish History, 

1607-2007. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 King William (2008). Leaving Ardglass. Dublin: Lilliput Press. 

 King, William (2008). Is That All There Is? Dublin: Lilliput Press. 

 Mackay, James P. (ed.). (1994). The Cultures of Europe. The Irish 
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Contribution. Belfast: The Queen’s University of Belfast: The Institute of Irish 

Studies. 

 O’Connor, Joseph (2003). Star of the Sea. London: Vintage. 

 O’Connor, Joseph (2008). Redemption Falls. London: Vintage. 

 Wills, Clair (2015). The Best Are Leaving: Emigration and Post-War Irish 

Culture. Cambridge: CUP. 

 Woods, Peter (2003). Hard Shoulder. Dublin: New Island.  

4.7 Proseminar I Kulturwissenschaft (anwendungs-

orientiert)/Landeskunde 

The White Whale: Reading Moby Dick 

 
A. Elstermann Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 113 

Description see page 22. 

Emigration and the Irish 

 
D. O’Brien Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, 108 

Description see page 33. 

The Spanish Civil War in British History and Culture 

 
B. Gaston Fri, 9:15 – 12:45, 108 

Last year, Clapton Community Football Club in London unveiled its new football 

kit. The non-league side expected to sell about 250. In fact, they had 5400 pre-

orders, the majority of them from Spain. The reason? The red, purple and yellow 

shirts made reference to the colours and symbols of the International Brigades who 

fought in the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). Cynical marketing ploy or fitting 

reminder of the fight against fascism? And why choose to commemorate a war the 

United Kingdom was never officially involved in? 

 

As we shall see in this course, the Spanish Civil War occupies a particular space in 

British cultural memory. We will examine that event in its historical context as 

mediated through a British perspective (or rather, British perspectives), but also 

look at how it has persisted in cultural memory to such an extent that the 

International Brigades are frequently cited as a reference point for those who 

travelled to Syria to fight against ISIS. 
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This course is being held as a ‘sort-of’ Blockseminar: we will be meeting for three-

hour sessions on Fridays in the first half of the semester (26 April; 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

May; 7 June). Knowledge of Spanish is NOT required to take part. 

Texts: We will be examining a range of texts, films and music inspired by the 

Spanish conflict, but our key source will be George Orwell’s memoir Homage to 

Catalonia. Please buy the Penguin Modern Classics edition and plan to read it in the 

first couple of weeks of term. A reader of short texts (mostly poetry) will also be 

made available via Copy Corner. 

4.8 Proseminar II Kulturwissenschaft/Landeskunde 

Crime Fiction 

 
Dr. P. Löffler Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, 112 

Description see page 29. 

Literature of the Spectacle in US- American Literature 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Tue, 2:15 – 3:45, 114 

Description see page 30. 

Chicano/a Literatur 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 110 

Description see page 30. 

‘Me, Myself, and I’: Identity in Rap Poetry 

 
A. Al-Laham Wed, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

Description see page 30. 

 

The American Musical 

 
C. Burlingame-Goff Thu, 11:00 – 2:00, 122 

The American musical is a unique expression of American social and cultural 

identity, touching on aspects of social class, race, religion, heritage, gender, 

sexuality and geography. In this course we will watch and discuss a number of 
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musicals, focusing on their theatrical and social significance as well as on how they 

present historical events. Although some attention will be paid to the origins of the 

musical comedy tradition and to British contributions to the genre, emphasis will be 

placed on classic Broadway musicals (1915-1965). To do the musicals justice, we 

will meet from 11:00 sharp to 14:00 sharp (4 Unterrichtsstunden) to watch the 

filmed versions in their entirety and discuss their relationship to theoretical texts. 

4.9 Proseminar III Sprachwissenschaft 

Linguistic Analysis 

 
Dr. M. Isermann Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 108 

The course aims to familiarize MA and advanced GymPO students with a range of 

routines, practices and methods that have shaped linguistic analyses in various 

fields. Part of the course will be devoted to the consolidation and expansion of 

linguistic key terms and concepts. The focus, however, is on the practical analysis 

and discussion of real-language data, mostly of the written kind. Areas of linguistics 

covered include phonetics, phonology, morphology, lexical and sentence semantics, 

pragmatics, syntax and text linguistics.  

Note: There will be a tutorial accompanying the course. 

Constructions 

 
Dr. M. Isermann Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 116 

Over the past two decades, the idea has gained ground in linguistics that a language 

might be nothing but set of constructions rather than an inventory of words plus a 

set of rules for how to combine them in grammatical strings. The approach is 

closely associated with Cognitive Linguistics, with which it shares many theoretical 

foundations. The major assumption is that there is no fundamental difference 

between morphemes, words, idioms or larger strings of words such as sentences. 

All of them deal with form-meaning pairs that have to be acquired by the language 

learner in much the same way. All of them share the same set of properties. All of 

them are constructions.  

The course is designed as a project seminar. In the first part of the course, we will 

lay the necessary foundations, discuss theoretical principles, look at methods of 

investigation, and examine some case studies. As we go along, participants will 

form groups of approximately four students, and embark on small-scale research 

projects devoted to a particular construction. The last two sessions will be reserved 

for the in-class presentation of the results. Term papers are meant to further explore 

aspects of the relevant construction.  
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Text: Hilpert, Martin. 2014. Construction Grammar and its Application to English. 

Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. Press. 

Models of Communication and Interaction 

 
PD Dr. N. Nesselhauf Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 112 

In this seminar, we are going to look in detail at various models of communication 

and linguistic interaction. We will not only cover models proposed by linguists but 

also some proposed by philosophers, sociologists, anthropologists and psycholo-

gists. Although we will try and be as data-oriented as possible, be prepared to read 

and discuss some highly theoretical texts as well. A good command of German is 

desirable, as some of the texts we will deal with are in German. 

To register for the course, please send an email to Nadja.Nesselhauf@urz.uni-

heidelberg.de, indicating whether you intend to acquire credit points for either a 

Hauptseminar or a Proseminar III or to participate as a ‘Gasthörer’. 

Sociolinguistics: Development of a Discipline 

 
PD Dr. S. Mollin Wed, 9:15 – 10:45, 113 

Since the birth of sociolinguistics as a discipline in the 1960s, it has become 

established as one of the major branches of linguistics with a vast research com-

munity. Unsurprisingly, this history of over fifty years of research has also led to a 

situation in which sociolinguists, even if they subscribe to the same general per-

spective on language (how is language used in social contexts?), focus on different 

types of research questions, and use markedly different methods to study these.  

In this seminar, we want to cover the breadth of sociolinguistic research, beginning 

with the origins of sociolinguistics in dialectology, Labov’s studies on Martha’s 

Vineyard and New York City that kicked off the new discipline, and variationist 

classics such as Trudgill’s Norwich study. We will then move on to increasingly 

more recent perspectives, such as speaker networks and communities of practice, 

and focus in some detail on the particular development of gender studies as one 

subbranch of sociolinguistics. Finally, the current trends in sociolinguistics will be 

discussed, such as urban linguistics and language in the diaspora. Throughout, we 

will be reading actual empirical studies, and discussing not just their findings, but 

their research perspectives and methods as well. 

Students are expected to attend regularly, to read studies at home in preparation for 

class sessions, to give an oral presentation, and to conduct a small sociolinguistic 

project of their own, which will be poster-presented in a pilot stage at the end of the 

semester, and written up during the semester break. 
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Linguistic (Im-)Politeness On- and Off-line 

 
Prof. Dr. S. Kleinke Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

Focusing on the concept of linguistic (im-)politeness, this course will introduce 

central pragmatic models of politeness (Leech, Brown & Levinson, and Watts) and 

their application to various discourse environments. With these models as a 

theoretical basis, we will discuss a broad range of empirical studies that cover 

relevant linguistic strategies speakers use in on- and off-line contexts, including 

traditional politeness categories, such as different types of Face-Threatening Acts 

and their mitigation, and strategies used in the discursive construction of 

(im-)politeness, including cross-cultural perspectives. Among the questions we will 

be dealing with throughout the course are first, how the context shapes 

interlocuters’ construction and perception of (im-)politeness in ongoing interaction, 

and second, how politeness categories can be operationalized for linguistic research. 

Please register via e-mail: anmeldung.kleinke@as.uni-heidelberg.de 

Recommended introductory reading: Watts, Richard J. 2003. Politeness. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (Chapter 1). A list of topics for term 

papers, a reading list and further details on how the course is organized will be 

provided in the first session. 

New Words, New Worlds: Language Change and 19th-century 

Science 

 
C. Watts Thu, 18 July (room 333); Fri, 19 July (room 

333); Sat, 20 July (room 108); Sun, 21 July 

(room 108); Mon, 22 July (room 333); Tue, 23 

July (room 112), 1:00 – 6:00 pm, respectively. 

The Oxford English Dictionary (2015) records the nineteenth century as the period 

in which the highest number of vocabulary items entered the English language with 

over 75,000 entries. This far exceeds any other century in records dating back to 

AD 1000 and reinforces the notion that the nineteenth century was indeed a great 

time of discovery, innovation and invention which created the need for a vast 

amount of new terminology to be introduced into the English language. Most of 

these neologisms belong to specialist scientific vocabulary, but many do not and 

have become familiar to the layperson over time, thereby passing into general use as 

a part of our everyday English vocabulary.  

This Hauptseminar will explore many of these 19th-century lay neologisms in the 

broad field of science. We shall consider the eponymous legacy of famous 

scientists, explore the process of affixation in the coining of new words and discuss 
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the linguistic impact of scientific advertising in print. We shall also consider what is 

involved in etymological study and apply this knowledge to the fields of botany, 

zoology, medicine and paleontology among others. 

4.10 Proseminar III Literaturwissenschaft 

19th Century American Poetry 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 333 

Throughout the 19th century, American readers preferred and read no literary genre, 

beside popular novels and biographies, more than poetry. Poetry was ubiquitous; in 

particular it could be found in newspapers and magazines, where it attracted an 

audience otherwise not particularly interested in literature. Many of these once 

popular texts have since been relegated to the remotest stacks in the libraries; 

however, contemporary critics and large audiences celebrated them as expressions 

of cultural life in the American republic.  

As a contrast to – and in some sense also rejection against – this middle-brow 

mainstream poetic production, two names stand out in US-American literary 

history: Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman. Both Dickinson and Whitman 

initiated new, long-lasting trends in American poetry, although their initial 

historical reception was halting at best. In this seminar, we will look both at the 

mainstream and the more ‘elitist’ or ‘avant-garde’ productions of American poetry, 

alongside issues of canonization and institutional questions with respect to the 

‘literary field’ (Pierre Bourdieu). 

Please register via email: margit.peterfy@as.uni-heidelberg.de 

Requirements: 

HS: Regular attendance, oral presentation, term paper 

PSIII: Regular attendance, oral presentation, oral exam 

Texts: Please buy the Course Reader from the Copy Corner as of the beginning of 

the semester. 

Beginnings: A New Look at the Development of British Novels from 

the 18th to the 21st Century 

 
Prof. Dr. V. Nünning Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 333 

In this Hauptseminar, we will be dealing with three different, though related topics. 

First, we will explore the importance of beginnings: Why are the beginnings of 

stories (including those we tell every day) important? What are their implications 
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for the meaning of the whole story? Second, we will be concerned with the 

significance of style: What are the particularities of different styles, and how are 

they related to the meaning of the story? Third, we will try to gain insight into the 

development of British novels: reading closely the beginnings of selected novels 

published during the last four centuries, we will try to reconstruct major turns in the 

development of British fiction. 

This seminar is research oriented; it can also be useful for future teachers who need 

to be able to extract a lot of meaning from brief texts. The beginnings of a number 

of British novels will be available in the Handapparat. In the first session, we will 

discuss which additional beginnings of novels we want to explore. 

Please sign up for this class by writing to: sekretariat.nuenning@as.uni-

heidelberg.de  

Modernism and the Portrait of the Artist Novel  

 
Prof. Dr. G. Leypoldt Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 110 

In this seminar, we will look at modernist varieties of the portrait of the artist novel, 

or künstlerroman. Our key text will be James Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a 

Young Man (1916), a semi-autobiographical novel about the artistic and intellectual 

coming of age of a young Dubliner against the background of turn-of-the-century 

Irish culture and society. We will consider Joyce’s literary and thematic innovations 

by way of placing him next to writers who engage with modernism in the arts and 

literature from a slightly different perspective. Jack London’s Martin Eden (1909) is 

about a self-educated artist from a working-class family trying to forge a literary 

career in California at the time of the Gold Rush. Rainer Maria Rilke’s The 

Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge (1910) uses the form of a fragmentary fictional 

diary to explore Rilke’s experience as a striving young writer in turn-of-the-century 

Paris. Émile Zola’s slightly earlier novel The Masterpiece (1886) fleshes out central 

themes of the künstlerroman by charting the Parisian art scene in the age of 

impressionist painting.  

Reading these works will help us to understand how the portrait of the artist novel 

makes sense of the cultural and literary conditions of modernism (for example, the 

rise of the city as an imagined utopia and site of literary bohemians, the shift of 

people’s sense of what it means to be a writer or artist under conditions of 

increasing commercialization and cultural professionalism, the question of the 

artist’s moral or political agency, etc.). 

Please acquire the following texts:  

 James Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (Norton Critical Edition: 

ISBN: 978-0393926798). 
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 Jack London, Martin Eden (Penguin Classics: ISBN: 978-0140187724). 

 Émile Zola, The Masterpiece (Oxford World Classics: ISBN: 978-

0199536917).  

For those who read German, Rilke’s novel is available in a useful Reclam Edition 

(ISBN: 978-3150096260), for the others I recommend the English version in the 

Oxford World Classics edition (ISBN: 978-0199646036). 

Private vs Public or, Love in a Hostile World: Shakespeare’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, As You Like It, and The Tempest 

 
PD Dr. A. Kreis-Schinck Fri, 9:00 – 12:15, 333 

While A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1594), and As You Like It (1598) have been 

labelled green or happy comedies, the case of The Tempest (1611) is different. 

Romance, fairy tale, hybrid, or even last play (for want of a better term) have been 

used as generic markers. What is clear in all three plays, however, is how the public 

domain – the world of political authorities – encroaches upon the private world of 

loving couples or family, i.e. father/daughter bonds. 

Apart from the generic problems, this Hauptseminar is therefore going to have a 

closer look at the relationships of men and women – in their gendered constraints – 

as opposed to the social and political structures they are faced with. Shakespeare’s 

sources as much as his historical moment(s), the temporal and spatial structuring of 

the plays and his language(s) will also be considered. 

Students wishing to participate must have read the three plays (preferably in a 

recent edition because of the ‘Introduction’) before the beginning of term. Please 

note that this is a fortnightly course – dates will be announced after registration. 

For registration, contact me by e-mail (a.kreis@goldnet.ch)  

 

 

Modern English Drama (1956-2006) 

 
PD Dr. B. Hirsch Mon, 2:15 – 3:45, 115 

Exploring five decades of playwriting, this course aims at identifying key trends in 

modern English theatre. In order to analyze major themes and modes of 

representation in more recent British drama, a selection of outstanding but 

decidedly diverse plays will be discussed in their historical contexts. 
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By focusing on John Osborne’s Look Back in Anger (1956), Harold Pinter’s The 

Caretaker (1960), Joe Orton’s Loot (1965), Tom Stoppard’s Travesties (1974), 

Caryl Churchill’s Top Girls(1982), Sarah Kane’s Blasted(1995) and Gregory 

Burke’s Black Watch (2006), we shall retrace the gradual development from mid-

1950s kitchen-sink realism to (post-)in-yer-face-theatre. 

By the beginning of term all participants should have familiarized themselves with 

the primary sources in the following editions: 

 John Osborne, Look Back in Anger (London: Faber & Faber) 

 Harold Pinter, The Caretaker (London: Faber & Faber) 

 Joe Orton, Loot (London et al.: Bloomsbury) 

 Tom Stoppard, Travesties (London; Faber & Faber) 

 Carol Churchill, ‘Top Girls’, in: Methuen Book of Modern Drama: Plays from 

the ‘80s and ‘90s (London et al: Bloomsbury) 

 Sarah Kane, ‘Blasted’, in: Methuen Book of Modern Drama: Plays from the 

‘80s and ‘90s (London et al: Bloomsbury) 

 Gregory Burke, Black Watch (London: Faber & Faber). 

Recommended preparatory reading: 

 Dominic Shellard, British Theatre since the War. 

 Christopher Innes, Modern British Drama: The Twentieth Century. 

 Dan Rebellato, 1956 and All That: The Making of Modern British Drama. 

Classic Irish Drama 

 
Prof. Dr. P. Schnierer Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 122 

We are going to look at two centuries of Irish Drama, from Farquhar’s The Beaux’ 

Stratagem (1707) to plays of the Irish Renaissance (to be determined jointly). No 

prior knowledge of drama analysis is required, but you must be prepared to do a lot 

of reading. Playwrights will include Macklin, Goldsmith, Sheridan, Boucicault, 

Sullivan, Wilde, Yeats, Lady Gregory, Lord Dunsany, Synge and O’Casey. 

 

Registration is open from the moment you see this. There are three steps: 1. Send a 

mail to Frau Florschütz (cornelia.florschuetz@as.uni-heidelberg.de), stating your 

interest in the seminar. This mail will be acknowledged within three working days. 

2. Re-affirm, by email and only once asked to do so, your willingness to attend, and 

suggest one play by one of the authors above. Justify your suggestion on not more 

than one page. 3. Attend the first meeting or make your apologies in advance. 

Seriality in/and American Culture 
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Dr. P. Löffler Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 112 

The idea of the serial has a long tradition in American cultural history, connecting 

nineteenth-century novelists with early twentieth-century radio pioneers, 

commercial TV-Shows of the postwar era, and the recent boom in serial story-

telling, exemplified not least by the HBO and Netflix universes, but also social 

media platforms, such as twitter and instagram. 

Our goal in this seminar will be to tell a coherent story of this history at the same 

time that we will focus on individual case studies that will allow us to ask particular 

questions about the idea and the uses of seriality: When did serial story-telling and 

publication become an important issue in American cultural history? What were the 

advantages and uses of the serial to present one’s fictional or non-fictional product 

(as opposed to other formats and genres)? How does the idea of seriality relate to 

market speculations? In how far can we compare a nineteenth-century serial novel 

to a contemporary Netflix show? 

In engaging with these questions, we will read/watch a selection of iconic serials in 

diverse media genres, familiarize ourselves with a set of prominent serial story 

telling techniques, and learn about the uses of seriality as a marketing tool. Last but 

not least, I want to test out how or whether we can assess the most contemporary 

social media forms (e.g. twitter, instagram etc.) through the lens of the serial. 

Texts: Please buy Harriet Beecher Stowe Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Norton). All other 

texts will be part of a reader to be purchased at the beginning of the term. 

Religion in Contemporary America 

 
Prof. Dr. J. Stievermann Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, HCA (Oculus) 

This course offers an advanced introduction to religion in contemporary America 

from a multidisciplinary angle, taking into account the multiple intersections of 

religion with politics, race, sexuality/gender, class, and broader trends of historical 

change. We will explore the transformations of the American religious landscape 

from the 1950s up to the present day, looking at the major traditions including 

mainline Protestantism, the evangelical-Pentecostal family of churches, Catholi-

cism, Judaism, African-American religions and new religious movements. The 

course will engage with questions surrounding secularization and examine how 

religious thought in the US has moved from traditional systematic theology to 

approaches such as black and feminist theology 

Please pre-register via e-mail to jstievermann@hca.uni-heidelberg.de. 
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Please buy and read the following text: Charles H. Lippy and Eric Tranby. 

Religion in Contemporary America. Routledge, 2013. 

Race and Religion in American Culture 

 
Prof. Dr. J. Stievermann Sat, 22 June (10:00 – 5:30 pm), Fri, 28 June 

(10:00 – 5:30 pm), Sat, 29 June (10:00 – 5:30 

pm), Fri, 5 July (10:00 – 5:30 pm), Room: HCA 

(Oculus) 

This compact seminar gives students the opportunity to engage with one of the 

leading experts on race and religion in the US: Prof. Paul Harvey, who comes to 

Heidelberg as the eighth recipient of the James W.C. Pennington Award. The class 

will examine four main areas: History, Politics, Popular Culture and Sports. 

Through each we examine cultural artifacts that show the intersections of religion 

and race in US culture and the different ways in which race has been produced, 

applied and perpetuated in American history from the colonial to the present period. 

By looking at a broad range of cultural products such as historical texts, art, film, 

court decisions, political speeches, literature, and music, students will be 

familiarized with many different facets in the contentious relationship between 

religion and race in American culture. 

Please pre-register via e-mail to: jstievermann@hca.uni-heidelberg.de. 

Please buy and read the following text: Paul Harvey and Edward J. Blum. The 

Color of Christ: The Son of God and the Saga of Race in America. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Hauptseminare 

5.1 Hauptseminare Sprachwissenschaft 

Linguistic Analysis 



5. Hauptseminare                                          5.2 Hauptseminar 

Literaturwissenschaft 

45 

 

 
Dr. M. Isermann Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 108 

Description see page 36. 

Constructions 

 
Dr. M. Isermann Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 116 

Description see page 36. 

Models of Communication and Interaction 

 
PD Dr. N. Nesselhauf Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 112 

Description see page 37. 

Sociolinguistics: Development of a Discipline 

 
PD Dr. S. Mollin Wed, 9:15 – 10:45, 113 

Description see page 37. 

Linguistic (Im-)Politeness On- and Off-line  

 
Prof. Dr. S. Kleinke Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

Description see page 36. 

New words, new worlds: language change and 19th-century science 

 
C. Watts Thu, 18 July (room 333); Fri, 19 July (room 

333); Sat, 20 July (room 108); Sun, 21 July 

(room 108); Mon, 22 July (room 333); Tue, 23 

July (room 112), 1:00 – 6:00 pm, respectively 

Description see page Fehler! Textmarke nicht definiert.. 

5.2 Hauptseminar Literaturwissenschaft 

19th Century American Poetry 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 333 

Description see page 39. 
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Beginnings: A New Look at the Development of British Novels from 

the 18th to the 21st Century 

 
Prof. Dr. V. Nünning Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 333 

Description see page 38. 

Modernism and the Portrait of the Artist Novel  

 
Prof. Dr. G. Leypoldt Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 110 

Description see page 40. 

Private vs Public or, Love in a Hostile World: Shakespeare’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, As You Like It, and The Tempest 

 
PD Dr. A. Kreis-Schinck Fri, 9:00 – 12:15, 333 

Description see page 41. 

Modern English Drama (1956-2006) 

 
PD Dr. B. Hirsch Mon, 2:15 – 3:45, 115 

Description see page 40. 

Classic Irish Drama 

 
Prof. Dr. P. Schnierer Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 122 

Description see page 40. 

Seriality in/and American Culture 

 
Dr. P. Löffler Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 112 

Description see page 43. 

Religion in Contemporary America 

 
Prof. Dr. J. Stievermann Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, HCA (Oculus) 

Description see page 43. 

Race and Religion in American Culture 



6. Kolloquien                                          6.1 Kolloquien Sprachwissenschaft 

47 

 

 
Prof. Dr. J. Stievermann Sat, 22 June (10:00 – 5:30 pm), Fri, 28 June 

(10:00 – 5:30 pm), Sat, 29 June (10:00 – 5:30 

pm), Fri, 5 July (10:00 – 5:30 pm), Room: HCA 

(Oculus) 

Description see page 44. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Kolloquien 

6.1 Kolloquien Sprachwissenschaft 

Exam Colloquium 
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Prof. Dr. S. Kleinke Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, 110 

Die Veranstaltung wendet sich an Studierende des Hauptstudiums und vor allem an 

Examenskandidaten (Staatsexamen, Master, Bachelor). Sie gibt ihnen Unter-

stützung bei der Auswahl und Vorbereitung von Wahlgebieten für das Examen. Im 

ersten Teil jeder Sitzung werden überblicksartig die einzelnen Teilbereiche der 

Linguistik dargestellt und diskutiert. Im Anschluss daran werden jeweils Fragen 

beantwortet, die in Examina vorkommen könnten, und entsprechende Übungs-

aufgaben gelöst. Die jeweiligen Übungen und Aufgaben sind für jede Sitzung 

vorzubereiten. 

Anmeldung für das Kolloquium über E-Mail: anmeldung.kleinke@as.uni-

heidelberg.de. 

Texts: Kortmann, Bernd (2005): English Linguistics: Essentials. Berlin. Cornelsen. 

(Zur Anschaffung empfohlen). Weitere Literaturhinweise in der ersten Sitzung. 

Colloquium for Exam Candidates 

 
PD Dr. S. Mollin Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, 113 

Exam candidates for state examination as well as M.A. degrees are invited to join 

the colloquium, in which we will revise key topics in English linguistics and discuss 

exam formalities and study strategies. All participants are expected to come to 

sessions prepared and to give a short presentation summarizing one topic. The 

colloquium will take place every other week. 

To register, please send an e-mail or come to my office hours. 

Exam Colloquium 

 
Prof. Dr. B. Busse Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, Neue Uni, HS12a 

In this colloquium, key topics in English Linguistics will be revised in order to 

prepare students for their exams. 

To register, please send an e-mail or come to my office hours. 

Exam Colloquium 

 
Dr. M. Isermann Mon, 6:00 – 7:00, 115 

Das Kolloquium dient der Vorbereitung von Staatsexamina und Masterprüfungen. 

Vorgesehen sind die Vorstellung ausgewählter Prüfungsthemen sowie der 
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Formalitäten bei Prüfungsanmeldung und -durchführung, mock exam, ein 

Erfahrungsbericht examinierter Altstudenten, individuelle Beratung bei der Wahl 

und Vorbereitung von Spezialthemen und ähnliches. 

Colloquium for Exam Candidates 

 
PD Dr. N. Nesselhauf Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 112 

This course intends to assist students in preparing for the oral part of the 

Staatsexamen. We will discuss the choice of suitable topics and literature and revise 

basic linguistic knowledge. In addition, we will cover some of the areas of 

specialization of the participants and practice possible exam questions. 

To register, please send an email to Nadja.Nesselhauf@urz.uni-heidelberg.de. 

Priority will be given to those students who will be taking the oral exam with me in 

the following semester (in this case, no registration is necessary).  

Research Colloquium 

 
Prof. Dr. S. Kleinke Wed, 6:15 – 7:45, 110 

This seminar is aimed at students at the end of their Hauptstudium who are planning 

to write a BA-, Master-, Staatsexamens- or Magisterarbeit in English (or those who 

have already started to work on a project). It offers writers of theses and 

dissertations a forum for presentation and discussion of their work-in-progress. In 

addition, we will be looking at how linguistic projects are best organized and 

discuss current research issues including both methodological and theoretical 

concerns wherever possible.  

Please register for this class during my office hours and via email at 

anmeldung.kleinke@as.uni-heidelberg.de as well as sonja.kleinke@as.uni-

heidelberg.de (please send your email to both addresses). 

Texts: A detailed seminar plan will be provided before the first session via E-Mail. 

 

6.2 Kolloquien Literaturwissenschaft 

Examenskolloquium 

 
Prof. Dr. P. Schnierer Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 114 

Diese Ankündigung ist auf Deutsch, aber das Kolloquium wird beide Sprachen in 
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ihr Recht setzen. Es soll der Vorbereitung auf Staatsexamina und Magisterprü-

fungen dienen und wird sich demnach an Ihren Themen, insbesondere denen Ihrer 

mündlichen Prüfungen orientieren. Ein mock exam ist ebenso geplant wie die 

individuelle Beratung bei der Konzeption Ihrer Prüfungsthemen. Anmeldung ab 

sofort per Email pps@urz.uni-heidelberg.de. 

Examenskolloquium 

 
Priv.-Doz. Dr. M. Peterfy Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 115 

This is a seminar for those students who intend to take their final oral exams 

(Staatsexamen) with me. To sign up, write to margit.peterfy@as.uni-heidelberg.de. 

Please buy the course reader available at the Copy Corner. 

Recent Trends in US Literary and Cultural Theory 

 
Prof. Dr. G. Leypoldt Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 114 

This colloquium is intended for aspiring post-graduate students and will serve as a 

forum for presenting and discussing research projects and debating project-related 

problems of literary and cultural theory. M.A. students looking for Independent 

Studies projects are very welcome.  

Texts: The list of readings will be announced in the first session. 

Examenskolloquium 

 
Prof. Dr. G. Leypoldt Mon, 4:15 – 5:45, 112 

This colloquium is intended for exam candidates, and it offers a forum for 

discussing and presenting examination topics and outlines of M.A. or Staatsexamen 

theses. 

 

 

7. Oberseminare 

Oberseminar 

 
Prof. Dr. V. Nünning Tue, 2:00 – 4:00, 115 
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This seminar is intended for doctorate students of English and American Studies in 

the field of Literary Science. Here, basic problems that arise when writing a 

dissertation, as well as selected theories and topics will be discussed. 

Please register personally with me during my office hours. 

Dieses Seminar richtet sich an Doktorandinnen und Doktoranden der anglistischen 

und amerikanistischen Literaturwissenschaft. Im Mittelpunkt stehen die Diskussion 

grundlegender Probleme, die sich beim Verfassen einer literaturwissenschaftlichen 

Dissertation ergeben, sowie ausgewählte Theorien (etwa feministische 

Narratologie) und Themen. 

Eine persönliche Anmeldung in meiner Sprechstunde ist erforderlich. 

Oberseminar 

 
Prof. Dr. P. Schnierer Thu, 6:15 – 7:45, 115 

Dieses Oberseminar steht vorrangig Studierenden offen, die Qualifikationsschriften 

jenseits der Bachelorstufe verfassen: Zulassungsarbeiten, Masterarbeiten und 

Doktor-Dissertationen. Wir werden uns, ausgehend von Ihren Forschungen, mit 

aktuellen Problemen der Literaturwissenschaft beschäftigen und dabei auch die 

Literaturproduktion der Gegenwart verfolgen. Ich bitte um persönliche Anmeldung, 

entweder in einer meiner Sprechstunden oder per Email: pps@urz.uni-

heidelberg.de. 

Issues and Theories in American Religious History 

 
Prof. Dr. J. Stievermann Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, HCA (Small Meeting Room) 

Geared toward students specializing in American religious history, this advanced 

seminar will examine important theories and issues currently debated in the field. 

This semester’s focus will be on recent literature exploring unorthodox forms of 

religion, skepticism, and forms of anti-religious thought from the colonial period to 

the present. But our course reading list will accommodate student interests and 

projects. A reading list will be provided at the beginning of the semester.  

Please pre-register via e-mail to jstievermann@hca.uni-heidelberg.de. 

8. Fachdidaktik 

8.1 Fachdidaktik for BA-Students 

Fachdidaktik BA 
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S. Wesch Mon, 4:15 – 5:45, 114 

Der Kurs verfolgt die Vermittlung curricularer Grundlagen des Englisch-Unterrichts 

am Gymnasium. Hierbei stehen der Bildungsplan 2016 und die darin ausgewie-

senen Leitperspektiven im Zentrum, wobei die Bildungsstandards der Kultusmi-

nisterkonferenz sowie der Gemeinsame Europäische Referenzrahmen für Sprachen 

als Basis für modernen Fremdsprachenunterricht ebenfalls behandelt werden. 

Die Qualifikationsziele sind die Sensibilisierung für zentrale fachdidaktische 

Fragestellungen sowie die Kenntnis theoretischer Grundlagen eines kompetenz-

orientierten und kommunikativen Fremdsprachenunterrichts. Erwartet werden 

regelmäßige Anwesenheit, aktive Teilnahme und ein Referat im Kurs. 

Lexicology and Lexicography: Applications for Foreign Language 

Teaching 

 
I. Kleiber Tue, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

Description see page 18. 

Sprachsensibel unterrichten 
Prof. Dr. Pagonis  Montag, 09:15-10:45,  

Seminarraum 013, IDF, Plöck 55 

8.2 Fachdidaktik II 

Prerequisites: “Fachdidaktik I” and a previous internship at school 

(“Praxissemester”) 

Intercultural English Teaching 

 
S. Wesch Mon, 2:15 – 3:45, 114 

Die Veranstaltung richtet sich ausschließlich an Studentinnen und Studenten, die 

bereits Fachdidaktik I und das Praxissemester absolviert haben. Im Mittelpunkt 

dieses Kurses stehen verschiedene landeskundliche und interkulturelle Themen im 

Englischunterricht der Sekundarstufen I und II, wobei durchgehend die kritische 

Reflexion der Erfahrungen aus dem eigenen Unterricht während des Praxis-

semesters einfließen wird. 

Interkulturelle Kompetenzen sowie fremdsprachendidaktische Grundsätze und 

methodische Möglichkeiten der unterrichtlichen Behandlung und der Vermittlung 

von soziokulturellem Wissen werden vorgestellt, reflektiert und selbstständig auf 

neue Themen übertragen. Ausgewählte Aspekte wie Umgang mit Texten, 
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Materialentwicklung, funktionaler Einsatz verschiedener Medien werden in diesem 

Zusammenhang erarbeitet und angewendet. In diesem Zusammenhang wird im 

Laufe des Semesters eine Ganzschrift zu lesen sein. 

Scheinerwerb: regelmäßige und aktive Teilnahme an den Sitzungen, Vor- und 

Nachbereitung verschiedener Unterrichtseinheiten, Hausarbeit zur Planung von 

Unterricht (ca. 12 Seiten). 

Teaching Intercultural Communicative Competence in English 

Lessons 

 
S. Schmeiser Wed, 4:15 – 5:45, 114 

Schülerinnen und Schüler müssen in einer globalisierten Gesellschaft agieren 

können, in der sich – nicht zuletzt durch eine weltweite Vernetzung der Kom-

munikation – gesellschaftliche, politische, kulturelle und ökonomische Prozesse 

permanent verändern. In diesem Kontext kommt der englischen Sprache eine 

besondere Bedeutung zu. Moderner Englischunterricht geht damit weit über das 

bloße Erlernen von Sprache hinaus. So steht auch die im Bildungsplan 2016 

genannte Bereitschaft und Fähigkeit zu sozial-kommunikativem und kooperativem 

Handeln im Vordergrund. Hierfür ist ein respektvolles Bewusstsein für andere 

Kulturen sowie die Fähigkeit, die eigene Kultur kritisch zu beleuchten, grund-

legend. Übergeordnetes Ziel des modernen Fremdsprachenunterrichts ist daher also 

die Ausbildung einer interkulturellen kommunikativen Kompetenz. Doch was 

bedeutet dies für den alltäglichen Englischunterricht? Wie kann diese Kompetenz in 

den unterschiedlichen Jahrgangsstufen geschult werden? Welche Rolle kommt 

dabei anderen Kompetenzen zu, um sich in interkulturellen Kontexten sicher und 

angemessen zu bewegen?   

Neben den theoretischen Grundlagen des Konzepts der intercultural communicative 

competence setzen sich die Kursteilnehmerinnen und Kursteilnehmer sowohl mit 

allgemeinen fremdsprachendidaktischen Grundsätzen als auch mit methodischen 

Vorgehensweisen im Hinblick auf die oben genannten Fragestellungen auseinander 

und übertragen diese dann auf neue Themenbereiche des Unterrichts.   

8.3 Fachdidaktik im Master of Education (M.Ed.) 

Fachdidaktik I im Master of Education 

 
S. Mußmann Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 115 

In this course, we are going to link the theory of didactics/ methodology – also 

referring to current issues & guidelines (“Bildungsplan”) – to its use at school, 

starting with central aspects of teaching English today, such as vocabulary, 
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grammar, communication/speaking & texts. Practical, hands-on material will be 

presented, evaluated & compiled by participants of this course. Depending on 

students’ experience & interest, we’re then going to work in more detail on one of 

these aspects or delve into an additional one (e.g. methods furthering students’ 

communication skills, ways to prepare a unit on a book/film or intercultural 

competence). 

Requirements: active participation & term paper 

Fachdidaktik II im Master of Education 

 

Inclusive Foreign Language Teaching 

 

Prof. Dr. Karin Vogt <vogt@ph-heidelberg.de> 

 

Block: 10.05, 24.05., 07.06., 21.06. jeweils 14-20; 28.06. 14-18  

Abschluss (keine Präsenz) 

PH A127 Neubau (Im Neuenheimer Feld 5661-62) 

 

Inclusive education is an obligation for the entire school system in  

Germany. Brought about by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons  

with Disabilities in 2009, the state has committed itself to give equal  

access to mainstream education to all children. This has important  

consequences for teaching and for foreign language teaching in  

particular. In the co-operative blended learning seminar we will take  

stock of the current situation in mainstream education and we will  

discuss to what extent heterogenous learner groups can be accommodated  

in the foreign language classroom, joining the approaches of Lernen am  

Gemeinsamen Gegenstand and Task-supported Language Learning. A  

particular focus will be on learning materials - we will analyse  

existing materials but also design and adapt materials for heterogenous  

learner groups for secondary school. We co-operate with another  

university and a school for this. Out-of-class reading assignments are  

essential and texts will be made available on stud.ip. 
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Psycholinguistic insights and their relevance for FLT 

Prof. Dr. Jutta Rymarczyk <rymarczy@ph-heidelberg.de> 

 

DO 14 – 16h, PH, R. 123 Altbau (Keplerstraße 87) 

In this seminar we will look at a number of psycholinguistic topics  

which are relevant to the teaching and learning of foreign languages: 

 

- "Language and the brain", e.g., a key concept in psycholinguistics, is  

the basis to vocabulary learning and teaching: How do we store a lexical  

item and how do we retrieve it? 

- Knowing about writing systems helps us to decide which support  

students need when producing different kinds of written texts. Which  

factors are relevant in skilled writing? 

- Learning about decoding in reading informs us on teaching reading at  

different levels. Are there different processes involved with skilled  

and unskilled readers? 

- Characteristics of speech serve as background knowledge when we have  

to assess our learners' oral skills. Might self-monitoring help learners  

in developing their skills in the foreign language? 

All of these issues will be dealt with in different forms: We are going  

to read different articles, many of which are from the set course book:  

Field, John (2003). Psycholinguistics. A resource book for students.  

Routledge. 

In addition to this, we are going to watch some films. AND: on a regular  

basis, you will have to conduct experimental tasks in small groups,  

mainly with your fellow students as subjects. 

 

IMPORTANT 

There is no preliminary task but reading the set course book and  

additional weekly assigned chapters from further books is absolutely  

mandatory. Failure to do so will result in exclusion from the seminar. 

Students who do not appear for the first session without a written  

excuse forfeit their places. 
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Fachdidaktik III im Master of Education 

 
S. Wesch  13.7.2019 und 14.1.2020  

(genaue Termine siehe Homepage) 

9. Sprachpraxis 

9.1 Pronunciation Practice BE 

On the basis of theoretical phonetic and phonological knowledge, in this course 

students will learn how to further approach one of the two major standards of 

English pronunciation. The course will cover the phonemic as well as the 

suprasegmental and phonotactic levels. Special attention will be paid to typical L1 

interference patterns such as an overuse of glottal onsets or the absence of pre-lenis 

lengthening.  It is recommended that this course should be taken in the same 

semester as the phonetics lecture (Introduction to Phonetics and English Phonology) 

– alternatively, in the semester after the lecture. The credit that you receive for 

passing this class equals the so-called “Aussprachetest”.   You need to sign up 

online for either British English (BE) or American English (AE) classes before the 

start of the semester in order to obtain a place. Please note that you will lose your 

place in this course if you do not attend the first session (N.B.: courses start in the 

first week of the semester). 

M. Kucher Fri, 10:15 – 11:00, 112 

M. Kucher Fri, 11:15 – 12:00, 112 

M. Kucher Fri, 12:15 – 1:00, 112 

9.2 Pronunciation Practice AE 

On the basis of theoretical phonetic and phonological knowledge, in this course 

students will learn how to further approach one of the two major standards of 

English pronunciation. The course will cover the phonemic as well as the 

suprasegmental and phonotactic levels. Special attention will be paid to typical L1 

interference patterns such as an overuse of glottal onsets or the absence of pre-lenis 

lengthening.  It is recommended that this course should be taken in the same 

semester as the phonetics lecture (Introduction to Phonetics and English Phonology) 

– alternatively, in the semester after the lecture. The credit that you receive for 

passing this class equals the so-called “Aussprachetest”. You need to sign up online 

for either British English (BE) or American English (AE) classes before the start of 

the semester in order to obtain a place. Please note that you will lose your place in 

this course if you do not attend the first session (N.B.: courses start in the first week 

of the semester). 

L. Reynolds Fri, 1:15 – 2:00, 122 
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L. Reynolds Fri, 2:15 – 3:00, 122 

 

9.3 Tense and Aspect 

The aims of this course are twofold: to help you use tense and aspect correctly, and 

to help you identify typical errors and explain your corrections. 

D. O’Brien Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 116 

K. Henn Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 116 

K. Pfister Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 115 

K. Pfister Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, 115 

K. Henn Thu, 2:30 – 4:00, 116 

D. O’Brien Fri, 9:15 – 10:45, 122 

 

9.4 Tense and Aspect for Repeat Students 

Only students who have failed Tense and Aspect in a previous semester may 

register for this course. Students in the Repeat Course will be asked to approach the 

learning materials with more self-reliance than in the original course. They will be 

expected to review the Tense and Aspect handouts and formulate questions for class 

discussion as homework. Class work will then consist of in-depth discussion of 

typical mistakes and exam type exercises. 

C. Burlingame-Goff Wed, 9:15 – 10:45, 122 

C. Burlingame-Goff Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 122 

C. Burlingame-Goff Wed, 4:15 – 5:45, 122 

 

9.5 Essential Skills for Writing 

This is a pre-essay-writing course in which you will learn to compose well-

structured and varied sentences. The course will deal with coordination and 

subordination, non-finite and verb-less clauses, relative clauses and the noun 

phrase, and thematization. Emphasis will be placed on both analysis and production. 

Exercise types will include error detection and correction and elementary paragraph 

production. BA students should have passed Tense and Aspect for this course! 

B. Gaston Mon, 9:15 – 10:45, 108 

K. Henn Mon, 2:15 – 3:45, 122 

K. Henn Mon, 4:15 – 5:45, 122 

D. O’Brien Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 116 

K. Henn Thu, 11:15 – 12:45, 116 
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D. O’Brien Thu, 4:15 – 5:45, 115 

D. O’Brien Fri, 11:15 – 12:45, 122 

 

9.6 Essential Skills for Writing for Repeat Students 

This course is designed for students who failed Essential Skills for Writing and 

need more support in paragraph writing.  

The class is structured as a series of workshops on various aspects of paragraphing, 

such as finding a good topic sentence, organizing information logically and making 

connections between ideas explicit. You will be provided with several paragraphing 

exercises each week in addition to worksheets focusing on specific problem areas. 

We will spend a substantial amount of each class period going over your homework 

and doing exercises, so it is important that you come to class prepared. 

None of the assignments you submit for class will be graded; your grade for the 

course is the grade you receive on the final exam. Every assignment you turn in 

will, however, receive detailed feedback aimed to help you identify your 

weaknesses and improve your skills. 

Please note: it is highly recommended that you attend a regular section of Essential 

Skills for Writing in addition to this course. Although the skills required for error 

correction and detection, non-finite clauses and relative clauses are necessarily also 

those required for paragraph writing, we will not focus on practicing those sections 

of the exam.  

Dr. S. Föhr Wed, 9:15 – 10:45, 114 

Dr. S. Föhr Wed, 11:15 – 12:45, 114 

9.7 Structure and Idiom 

This course is intended to be taken after Tense and Aspect and Essential Skills for 

Writing. The course deals with contrastive problems for native speakers of German, 

concentrating, typically, on problems of grammar rather than vocabulary. Typical 

problem areas are: conditionals, modality, reported speech, adverbs/adjectives, 

gerund/infinitive and word order. 

K. Pfister Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 115 

K. Pfister Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 115 

K. Henn Tue, 2:15 – 3:45, 116 

D. O’Brien Tue, 4:15 – 5:45, 122 

B. Gaston Wed, 2:15 – 3:45, 113 
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B. Gaston Wed, 4:15 – 5:45, 113 

 

 

9.8 Structure and Idiom for Repeat Students 

B. Gaston Tue, 2:15 – 3:45, 333 

Only students who have failed Structure and Idiom in a previous semester may 

register for this course. 

9.9 English in Use 

Vocabulary and Idiom 

 
D. O’Brien Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 122 

The aim of this course is to help you enrich and expand both your active and 

passive vocabulary in English. After some introductory exercises, we will go on to 

look at such areas as word formation, semantic fields, phrasal verbs, idioms, false 

friends, and register and style. In addition, we will deal with various topic areas 

each week (for example, politics, personal finance, books, the media, education, 

health, and sport,to mention just a few) by means of exercises and newspaper 

articles. The emphasis of the course will be on practical work – you will be 

confronted with a myriad of exercises to do at home and in class. 

If you enjoy words and language, if you are the type of person who gets sidetracked 

when using a dictionary, then this course is for you.  

Texts: There is no set course book. A good learner’s dictionary will be essential for 

class work. 

Approaches to Writing 

 
Dr. S. Föhr Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 112 

This course will cover strategies for approaching a variety of academic papers by 

focusing on the skills needed to develop original, well-structured, inherently logical, 

polished papers. We will cover tools such as brainstorming, outlining, paraphrasing, 

quoting, editing and proofreading. Frequent writing assignments, both inside and 

outside of class, will offer participants the opportunity to hone their own writing 

skills and gain practice evaluating others’ work.  

Successful Communication across Cultures 
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K. Gunkel Thu, 6:15 – 7:45, 110 

English is the world’s lingua franca, and proficiency in the language makes it easy 

to believe that the messages we share in a global context are clearly understood – a 

belief which can be deceiving. Successful communication depends on more than 

language alone; we risk misunderstandings, puzzlement and dissonant emotions 

unless we also take cultural differences into account. This course, then, offers an 

introduction to the basic issues which impact communication across cultures. 

Drawing on material from a variety of languages and cultures, we will explain and 

exemplify linguistic aspects of communication across cultures, including 

pragmatics, discourse analysis, politeness studies and cross-cultural communication. 

By the end of this course, students will understand how their own socio-cultural 

expectations of language shape their interpretation of meaning in various ways. 

Students will be able to apply linguistic principles to transcultural communication 

in business and global contexts.  

Assessment: one 10-minute presentation on a topic to be selected within the first 

two weeks of class. Participants are expected to bring their own laptop or tablet 

computer to do in-class online research. 

Professional Presentation of Research 

 
K. Gunkel Sat, 9:15 – 5:00, 108 

KISS (Keep It Short and Simple) aims at developing your confidence and clarity 

when delivering presentations in English for different professional settings. You 

will learn phrases typically used to get started, to make transitions, to refer to slides, 

and to end your presentation effectively. You will learn also how to chair meetings 

or conferences effectively by applying powerful moderation techniques for utilizing 

the competence of all participants within a productive atmosphere. This course is 

suitable for both beginning teachers and young professionals in any field.  

Assessment: two 5-minute presentations; and one 15-minute end-of-term 

presentation. Participants are expected to chair and/or participate in a mock meeting 

and give constructive impromptu feedback to their fellow students. Requirements: 

PowerPoint/Keynote. Please bring your own laptop or tablet computer. 
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9.10 Academic Essay Writing  

Dr. S. Föhr Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 112 

The aim of this course is to help you develop your ability to write convincing 

academic essays in English. It will cover Anglophone essay writing conventions, 

ways to approach different kinds of writing assignments, tools for structuring your 

papers, and proofreading and editing tips to help you polish your work.  

The class is structured as a series of workshops. In most class sessions, we will be 

working with the materials you prepared for homework. If you dislike homework, 

please take a different class. 

9.11 Exposition and Argumentation 

Formality and Concision 

 
K. Henn Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 108 

The aim of this course is to help you develop your ability to analyse complex 

information and write precise, concise factual texts in neutral to formal style. The 

structure of the course is simple. Most weeks, we will be going through homework 

set the week before. Most of these homework exercises will involve summary 

writing or text analysis.  

Summary writing. Your task is to reduce a text to 10-15% of its length without 

losing any important ideas. Assessment: an assignment to be completed outside 

class (50% of your grade). Text analysis. This exercise requires you to draw 

conclusions about the message of a text, its intended readership, and the relationship 

between writer and reader, by conducting an analysis of the text's layout and 

language. Assessment: an in-class test (50% of your grade).  

Prerequisites: 

 BA Engl. Phil. 75% and GymPO: Tense and Aspect, Structure and Idiom, 

Essential Skills for Writing, Advanced Writing/Academic Essay Writing. 

 BA English Studies: Tense and Aspect, Essential Skills for Writing, Structure 

and Idiom.  

 This course is not appropriate for BA 25% students. 
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How to Design and Present your Research Poster 

 
K. Gunkel Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 108 

This course provides practical advice on designing and creating an academic poster 

suitable for presentation at conferences. It covers the following topics: 

 Principles of poster design 

 Opportunities to view and critique examples of conference posters 

 Hands-on poster layout activity and feedback session 

In addition, the intention of this course is to enable students to understand and 

produce expository and argumentative texts, that is to say, texts that describe, 

explain, argue and persuade. To distinguish this course from Text Types: 

Description and Narration, we will focus on a particular text type of non-fiction, 

namely academic posters. 

Note that this course does not provide training in the use of specific software 

packages for poster creation. For that, you will have to work through extra material 

provided in class or to follow links for complementary self-study. 

9.12 Description and Narration 

Translation 

 
K. Gunkel Fri, 9:15 – 10:45, 110 

This course provides you with the tools necessary to translate a variety of literary 

texts in such a way that the German version produces as much of the spirit and 

effect on the German audience as the original does on the native English reader. 

You will learn the shortcomings of a word-by-word translation. Even sentences 

cannot be viewed in isolation from the paragraph, and the paragraph in turn is 

embedded in the text. Consequently, we will have to acknowledge these textual 

relationships and base our choices on a thorough literary and linguistic analysis of 

the original. 

Course requirements: 

a) steady attendance and active class participation (regular homework assignments 

to be handed in) 

b) an entry exam, a mid-term mock-exam, a final in-class translation and a group 

project. 
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Fables, Fairy Tales and Ballads 

 
The general aim of the Text Types courses is to train students to analyze and 

produce a variety of English texts, developing an understanding of the ways in 

which meaning is constructed and stylistic effect achieved. The specific intention of 

this Description and Narration course is to enable students to understand and 

produce descriptive and narrative texts. In order to illuminate these principles, we 

will be examining, translating and then writing fables and fairytales in the first half 

of the semester (taught by Carolyn Burlingame-Goff) and analyzing and translating 

ballads in the second half of the semester (taught by Bruce Gaston). Course 

evaluation will consist of a written assignment (fables and fairy tales) and a final 

exam (ballads). 

N.B.: This course is not open to BA 25% students. GymPo and new BA 50% and 

75%students need to have successfully completed Tense and Aspect, Essential 

Skills for Writing, and Structure and Idiom in order to take this course. 

C. Burlingame-Goff/Gaston Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 122 

C. Burlingame-Goff/Gaston Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 122 

9.13 Advanced English in Use 

Formality and Concision 

 
K. Henn Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 108 

Description see page 57. 

How to Design and Present your Research Poster 

 
K. Gunkel Thu, 9:15 – 10:45, 108 

Description see page 58. 

Translation 

 
K. Gunkel Fri, 9:15 – 10:45, 110 

Description see page 58. 

Fables, Fairy Tales and Ballads 

 
Description see top of this page. 
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C. Burlingame-Goff/Gaston Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 122 

C. Burlingame-Goff/Gaston Tue, 11:15 – 12:45, 122 

The Language of Newspapers 

 
B. Gaston Mon, 11:15 – 12:45, 108 

In this course we will be investigating, analysing and reproducing the various styles 

of English found in the whole range of British newspapers, from tabloids to 

broadsheets. 

It is recommended that you have already attended Tense & Aspect and Essential 

Skills for Writing; at the very least you should be competent at the areas taught in 

those classes. 
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10. Ethisch-Philosophisches 

Grundstudium II 

Crime Fiction 

 
Dr. P. Löffler Thu, 2:15 – 3:45, 112 

Description see page 29. 

Literature of the Spectacle in US- American Literature 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Tue, 2:15 – 3:45, 114 

Description see page 29. 

Chicano/a Literatur 

 
PD Dr. M. Peterfy Tue, 9:15 – 10:45, 110 

Description see page 30. 

‘Me, Myself, and I’: Identity in Rap Poetry 

 
A. Al-Laham Wed, 2:15 – 3:45, 108 

Description see page 30. 

The American Musical 

 
C. Burlingame-Goff Thu, 11:00 – 2:00, 122 

Description see page 35. 
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11. Lektürekurs 

Landmarks in Twentieth-Century British Political Theatre 

 
Prof. Dr. R. Schäffner Mon, 2:15 – 3:45, 112 

This course is intended for advanced students who have a special interest in the 

theory and practice of political theatre. After a concise overview of the development 

of British political theatre in the 20th century, we will study seminal plays by 

prominent figures, with a particular emphasis on the post-war period between 1950 

and 1990. The historical, social and political contexts of both writers and plays will 

also be considered in depth. 

Students are expected to read at least one play each week, prepare a short 

presentation on a writer and his work in general, and participate actively in class 

discussions. A reading list and schedule for this course will be provided in the first 

session. It is not possible to acquire a Schein. The course primarily offers a forum 

for reading, presentation and discussion.  

To register for this course, please send an email to Raimund.Schaeffner@urz.uni-

heidelberg.de 

Plays: G.B. Shaw, Major Barbara (1905); John Osborne, Look Back in Anger 

(1956); Arnold Wesker, Chicken Soup with Barley (1958); Theatre Workshop, Oh, 

What a Lovely War! (1963); John Arden, Sergeant Musgrave’s Dance (1965); 

Edward Bond, Saved (1965); Trevor Griffiths, The Party (1973); John McGrath The 

Cheviot, the Stag, and the Black, Black Oil (1973); Howard Brenton, Weapons of 

Happiness (1976); David Edgar, Destiny (1976); Caryl Churchill, Top Girls (1982). 

Rhetoric of the American Apocalypse 

 
C. Smith Oyekole Time and room to be announced 

Why are Americans constantly predicting their own doom? From Michael 

Wigglesworth’s ‘Day of Doom’ (1662) to the bestselling Left Behind series (1995-

2007), the impending apocalypse remains a recurrent trope of American fiction. The 

Puritan jeremiad, abolitionist novel, Cold War intrigue, and cli-fi thriller all predict 

imminent disaster to argue for urgent action, reform, or protest. The term 

‘Apocalypse’ implies a teleological history; the ‘American Apocalypse’ implies one 

in which ‘being American’ matters. American stories about ‘the End’ – whether a 

cosmic, national, or global end – are also stories about America’s role (if any) in 

bringing about that end.  
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American apocalyptic fiction promises a true glimpse into a hidden reality 

(spiritual, political, or scientific). It persuades its readers to either hasten or avert a 

national progression towards eschaton, utopia, or annihilation. By presenting the 

American story from the privileged vantage-point of the apocalyptic prophet, the 

narratives on our syllabus argue for a specialized, totalizing view of history, culture, 

and nationhood. In this course, we analyze how and why the American apocalypse 

endures as a rhetorical means of constructing, challenging, reforming, and rewriting 

national identity. A course reader will be available at the beginning of the semester. 

Please pre-register via e-mail to: Caitlin.B.Smith.1023@nd.edu. 

12. Sonstiges 

Creative Writing 

 
P. Bews Thu, 6:15 – 7:45, 112 

This course is open to all those from any semester who enjoy writing, are willing to 

read out their pieces in small groups for peer criticism and are also willing to 

criticize the writing of others. The course should be both enjoyable and time-

consuming! 

Those who wish to, retire to a pub after class to continue conversations and 

exchange writing.  

Tutorial Linguistic Analysis 

 
Dr. M. Isermann Fri, 11:15 – 12:45, 115 

The tutorial is recommended for participants in the Advanced Seminar Linguistic 

Analysis, but can also be taken independently for credit in the Wahlmodul. The aim 

is for students to acquire skills in basic linguistic analyses and to develop strategies 

and routines that help them cope with linguistic problems of all sorts. Exam 

candidates welcome. 

Film and Society – Women in Film 

 
C. Burlingame-Goff Wed, 6:00 – 21:30, 108 

This semester we will be looking at the work of female directors, producers and 

screen writers such as Penny Marshall, Amy Heckerling, Jane Campion, Sofia 

Coppola, Kathryn Bigelow, and Greta Gerwig. 
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Hot Off the Press 

 
Prof. Dr. D. Schloss & Dr. H. 

Jakubzik 

Wed, 4:15 – 5:45, 112 

What’s new in the cultural sphere of the United States? In this class, we will sample 

new books, films, tv-series, music etc. in order to find out what stirs the American 

minds and hearts at the present moment. While there will be a focus on new 

publications in literature and the arts, new contributions in the fields of politics, history, 

religion, and popular science writing will also be assessed. We will discuss a different 

‘work’ every week and students will take part in the choice and presentation of topics. 

In order to keep the workload manageable, we will read most of the works in excerpts 

and students who have familiarized themselves with the entire work will guide us 

through the discussion. 

The Debating Society 

 
A. Al-Laham (D. Van der Merwe)  Tue, 18:15 – 19:45, 115 

“Debate is combat, but your weapons are words.” [The Great Debaters, 2007.] 

In the debating society we tackle social, environmental and political issues in the 

form of debates. You will learn how to properly structure a debate, rebut your 

fellow debaters’ arguments and form arguments of your own. Anyone, from any 

semester, who wishes to voice an opinion is welcome!  

Note: This never finishes at 19:45! 


